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From the Editors

A Long Time Coming

and we don't mean Halloween. Erie’s mayoral race

has been at the forefront of our minds for years
now. Ever since Joe Sinnott ran unopposed for his third
and final term, Erie has looked ahead to this decision.
Speculation ran rampant for years, as various people
threw (and sometimes withdrew) their hats from the
ring.

By the time of the May 16 primary election, there were
nine candidates running. Depending on which ballot you
had in the closed primary, voters either had two Repub-
licans to choose from, or a whopping seven Democrats.
While Erie's registered Democrats outnumber its Repub-
licans by a roughly 3-to-2 margin, there was still an unfor-
tunately low voter turnout at around a mere 26 percent.
When the dust settled, the Republicans had John Persing-
er, the 35-year-old MacDonald, Illig, Jones, & Britton lawer,
while the Democrats voted in Joe Schember, the 66-year-
old former city councilman and vice president at PNC
Bank. While neither candidate was our first choice, they
were far from our last. We've had the privilege of speak-
ing with both candidates at length. Both men bring new
ideas to the table. Each wants to open up City Hall and
increase the public visibility of the mayor’s office. Most
interestingly, both ran remarkably clean campaigns, with
nary a bit of mud slung throughout summer and into fall.

Yet, as nice as these candidates are, that isn't enough.

Erie has been at a crossroads for a while, and the time
has come to take that proverbial turn. Both candidates
want to make the right decisions, to push Erie into a bet-
ter place. Simply having good intentions, however, counts
for next to nothing. Erie needs an executive that is will-
ing to take calculated risks and propel us through our
shifting post-manufacturing economy.

Let's not make the mistake of believing the burden
rests on their shoulders alone, however. The second-most
watched race in our region is that of the Erie County
Executive. In mid-October, we, along with the Jefferson
Educational Society, presented debates for both offices.
While the mayoral race was mostly mild and well-man-
nered, the debate between incumbent Kathy Dahlkem-
per and challenger Art Oligeri displayed a strange, cap-
tivating tension, the audience erupting in applause and
even some vocalized partisan name-calling. The role of
County Executive requires someone knowledgeable, ex-
perienced, and level-headed, and, as per every race, we
hope voters will choose wisely.

There are a lot of faces to be considered. In addition to
those mentioned above there's Erie City Council to con-
sider. In this issue, hear from that race’s top vote-getter,
Liz Allen, on why she decided to run in the first place. In
these pages you can also listen to Erie School Board can-
didate Tyler Titus on how he might just make history if
elected.

There are other faces you can find outside of the ballot.
The Jefferson Educational Society’s ninth annual global
summit is set to be underway. There you'll encounter 12
respected speakers over 16 days, each with their own fas-
cinating point of view to share with you.

Hear what everyone has to say. Think about it. Form
your own viewpoints and make a decision, a decision
that will hopefully put our community in a better place
for years to come.

This moment has been anticipated for a long time,
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Erie At Large
Vote your conscience
|

By Jim Wertz

any have said that this year's
mayoral election is the most
important city election in a

generation. After decades of managed
decline, the effects of urban sprawl
and deindustrialization have placed
Erie at a crossroads. Down one path
waits a potential prosperity born out
of a millennial renaissance. Down the
other are the vestiges of time gone
by, changes never made, and chances
never taken.

Amid this urgency, city voters have
an actual choice to make. The Repub-
lican party has posted its first viable
contender in decades and the streets
are talking. Republican John Pers-
inger's campaign is promoting itself
as being locked in a horse race with
Democrat Joe Schember, who, by his-
torical precedent and voter registra-
tion, should be a shoo-in for the job.

The New York Post helped perpet-
uate the Persinger narrative a few
weeks ago with a story that made
the Republican out to be a candidate
that Erie should be lucky to have. It
was written by Salena Zeto, who has
written for The Weekly Standard, is
a board member of the Center for
Media and Public Policy at the Heri-
tage Foundation, and has worked for
the campaigns of George HW. Bush,
George W. Bush, and Rick Santorum,
among others, according to her au-
thor bio on The Atlantic’s website.
Nevertheless, the stereotypically neg-
ative view of Erie that Zeto used to
frame this election cycle might have

¢
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cost Persinger as many votes as it
earned him.

John Persinger appears to be the
candidate of ideas for many in the
electorate who are hungry for action
and innovation after more than a de-
cade of steady-as-she-goes steward-
ship from the Sinnott administration.
He has promoted mobile apps that
city residents could use to make and
track complaints related to blight and
city services, he’s outlined changes
his administration would make to the
City of Erie website — a throwback to
the days of dial-up — and he’s been
a zealous advocate for addressing
the city’s problem with blighted and
abandoned homes, outlining a plan to
raze 1,000 problematic properties in
1,000 days.

At the Jefferson Educational Society
mayoral debate on October 17, Pers-
inger had difficulty reconciling exact-
ly how he would pay for his housing
plan given that most of the sources
he has identified to fund the project
are currently allocated for other ini-
tiatives, including the city’s neigh-
borhood community centers, which
are the last line of defense in some of
Erie’s most troubled sectors and cen-
tral to the stability and revitalization
of transitional neighborhoods as out-
lined in Erie’'s comprehensive plan.

But contradictions like these are
common for even the brightest neo-
phyte political candidates and we've
witnessed both candidates — even
the more seasoned 66-year old Demo-
crat — make the same mistakes.

But these are the problems of the

LIBBY ROSEQUIST

Mayoral candidates John Persinger (left)
and Joe Schember (right) pose after their
debate held Tuesday, October 17 at the
Jefferson Historical Society. To date, the
political opponents have demonstrated
amutual respect towards each other,
reflected in their clean campaigns.

campaign. It is difficult to say all
things for all people with sincerity.

Of significantly greater concern is
whether either candidate will take
sincere action once he is sworn into of-
fice in January 2018. On this question,
voters have reason to be concerned.
John Persinger may be ideologically
predisposed to disruption. Erie needs
a disruption, but it doesn't need to
cull destruction in the process. For
progressive Democrats throughout
the city, Persinger’s pride in his Re-
publican credentials are cause for
concern because of what's happening
on the national stage. One politically
engaged Democrat summarized on
Facebook the concern of many voters,
particularly young voters and those
in marginalized communities.

“You seem to have some good ideas
for the city,” he wrote. “But you are a
Republican and the current face of the
Republican Party is Donald Trump...
Why should Erie — a city of women, a
city of people of color, a city of LGBQT
people, a city of refugees and immi-
grants — vote for a Republican mayor
in this era of Trump?”

The candidate’s usual response to
such a question is that he’s “in this
for Erie” and that he's not concerned
with what's happening “out there.” A
better answer would have been that
in a Democratic city where the Dem-
ocratic candidate is elected by a minor
plurality of votes in the May primary,
running as a Republican ensured his
invitation to the big dance in Novem-
ber.

Whatever the answer, Persinger’s
relative youth and idealism — con-
servative, libertarian, or otherwise
— may simply not be enough to rally
young voters to the poll. And that's
exactly what he'll need to do to win on
November 7.

In the mayoral primary in May, only
nine — that’s correct, nine — 18 year-
olds voted. Voters under the age of 30
accounted for just 7 percent of vot-
er turnout across parties. Moreover,

John Persinger will need to overcome
the significant lead that Joe Schember
can expect to begin with on Novem-
ber 7.

During the last municipal election
cycle in 2013, more than 3,100 regis-
tered Democrats pushed the party
button and voted straight ticket. Only
652 Republican super voters did the
same. Voter turnout was 32 percent.

Just as John Persinger has
not adequately dissociated
himself from the party

of Trump, Joe Schember
has yet to articulate

how his Democratic
administration would

be different from
administrations past.

For Joe Schember, it is not the state
of the national party with which he
must wrestle. Rather, the legacy of lo-
cal Democratic control is his cross to
bear.

Just as John Persinger has not ade-
quately dissociated himself from the
party of Trump, Joe Schember has yet
to articulate how his Democratic ad-
ministration would be different from
administrations past. The city is in
desperate need of a change in the way
it does business, yet the Democratic
candidate for mayor is surrounded
and supported by the very people
who have administered no significant
change in the 21st century.

When Persinger spoke fast and loose
on October 17 about demolishing
blighted properties, Schember replied
that he, too, wants to address blight,
but he will take on that issue as it is
appropriate to do so. Exchanges like
this ring a little too loudly of the cur-
rent administration’s deference to
“core competencies,” which is short-
hand for doing nothing you don't have
to do, even well after it should have
been done.

Schember self-identifies as a fiscal
conservative, which is fine as long as
that instinct is counterbalanced by
the leadership and creativity to do
more with less. His candidacy has not,
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to date, demonstrated such complexi-
ty.

Both men say there needs to be a
change of culture in City Hall. Years
of nepotism and favoritism have left
us with a city in which parking meters
are still fed with change and parking
fines are still paid by check. Consider
it a metaphor for all of municipal gov-
ernment. Neither candidate has iden-
tified how change might come outside
of blanket declarations of reorganiza-
tion and the addition of few new lay-
ers to the bureaucracy.

Knowing how City Hall works is one
thing. Knowing how to change it is
more complex.

A recent CityLab article described
how Seattle was able to increase bus
ridership at the same time those ser-
vices are in the decline in major metros
across the United States. The method
to increase ridership in Seattle can be
generalized into three steps each of
which are instructive for government
of any size: 1) commitment, 2) clarity,
and 3) strategic action.

Seattle committed to buses and bus-

ing asits priority. When it encountered
a funding gap between its priorities
and its financial realities, city officials
explained in extensive detail what
they needed to do to close the funding
gap and the people of Seattle voted for
additional taxation to close that gap.
And when Seattle encountered trans-
portation problems, it took strategic
action to mitigate the root causes of
those problems rather than spending
money on triage that would be costly
and recurring.

Erie has its comprehensive plan, the
strategic actions that must be taken to
direct us on a course toward prosperi-
ty and sustainability. But, Erie is short
on commitment and clarity, and our
next mayor — whoever that may be —
has yet to make a decisive declaration
for the future.

So vote your conscience. The mayor'’s
race in 2021 might be the most import-
ant election in a generation.

Jim Wertz can be reached at jWertz@
ErieReader.com, and you can follow
him on Twitter @jim_wertz.
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Unknown Challenges Experience
Can the Art of the Deal Trump a Proven Public Record

By: Ben Speggen

o better understand the Erie
I County Executive race is to un-
derstand what it is not: the City

of Erie's mayoral race.

For various reasons, the citizens'
spotlight of attention has shone more
brightly on the mayoral race. Perhaps
it's because the city's comprehensive
plan — Erie Refocused — is young-
er than the county’s — Emerge 2040
— which is actually a regional plan.
Perhaps it's because the city is smaller
and simply easier to focus on. Or per-
haps it's because we subscribe to the
notion that all development ripples
outward from the region’s core.

For certain, though, more attention
has been paid to the mayoral race be-
cause it does not feature the one thing
the county executive race does: An in-
cumbent.

Since 2006, Erie residents have seen
three county executives to its one
mayor, and no matter the outcome on
Tuesday, Nov. 7, City Hall will have a
leader who hasn't been there before.
Erie will have a new mayor, not be-
cause the last was pushed out by the
ballot, but because of term limits.

There is, however, a 50/50 chance
that none of the furniture on the fifth
floor of the County Courthouse needs
to be moved, as Republican Art Oligeri
is challenging incumbent Democrat
Kathy Dahlkemper.

Oligeri, 65, is running to ensure
that in one way the trend continues.
Dahlkemper, 59, is running to set a
new trend: Become the first county

executive since Judy Lynch to hold
the office for more than one term.

Lynch, a Democrat, took office in
1982 and held the post until 2002 when
she was ousted by Republican Rich-
ard Schenker. Four years later, Dem-
ocrat Mark DiVecchio took the helm.
Another four years after that, Erie
voters elected Democrat Barry Gross-
man. And in 2013, Dahlkemper bested
Grossman in the Democratic Prima-
ries and went on to defeat Republican
challenger Don Tucci to become Erie's
current county executive.

While both mayoral candidates will
be judged on the new policy theyre
championing to bring to City Hall, Erie
County voters will have Dahlkemper’s
record and continued vision to com-
pare to Oligeri's untested opposition.

How did we get here?

Oligeri, who ran for County Execu-
tive in 2005 and lost during the prima-
ries, took the early lead in this year’s
primaries and never quite lost it. How-
ever, Erie political newcomer Brenton
Davis, 33, pulled within a couple hun-
dred votes by the night's end, enough
to force a recount. Oligeri, a small
businessman, kept the narrow lead
but gained Davis's support, as the con-
tractor who ran a populist-style cam-
paign, pledged his backing the Friday
the vote count was settled.

Although Dahlkemper faced oppo-
sition in May's primary, she racked up
more than twice the votes as her chal-
lenger, Joseph Curlett, a 68-year-old
retired state employee.

Where are we going from here?

That's the question Erie voters now

LIBBY ROSEQUIST

The October 18 debate between Erie County
Executive candidates Kathy Dahlkemper
(Dem.) and Art Oligeri (Rep.) was at times
contentious, with partisan tensions
palpable among audience members.

have to ask themselves. And an answer
therein can be determined by electing
the known versus the unknown. And
a quick visit to each candidate’s web-
site is a good start in weighing that.

At KathyDahlkemper.com, visitors
will find a fleshed out “Issues” page di-
vided into ‘Record’ and ‘Vision. There,
the Dahlkemper camp features four
sections: Jobs and Economy; Safe,
Healthy, and Vibrant County; Collabo-
ration; and Good Governance.

Under Jobs and Economy fall five
bullet points for “Record” and four
for “Vision.” For Safe, Healthy, and Vi-
brant County: 10 and three. For Collab-
oration, seven and five. And for Good
Governance: Seven and one.

There's plenty to see and consid-
er there, but the short of it is that
Dahlkemper has had successes as well
as challenges while in office. And de-
pending on your political persuasion,
some of those successes can be seen as
challenges and vice versa.

Take, for instance, the community
college issue. If you believe that Erie
County — the largest area not served
by a community college in Pennsyl-
vania — will benefit by having addi-
tional educational resources available
to its residents, then that's a success.
If you think we won't and that were
fine as-is and that the addition of a
community will be detrimental to the
county, then it's a challenge.

Nevertheless, she has a record of ac-
complishments, and it's public for us
all to see and judge.

At ArtForErie.com, visitors will find
three key sections: About Art, Respon-
sible Spending, and Lower Taxes. Of
note on the former, Oligeri leans heav-
ily on having never lived in a different
zip code than the one he was born and
raised in. Of note on the second and
the latter, Oligeri presents his vision
as the opposite of Dahlkemper and
her record. That is, what she is, he's
not. And what he is, she's not.

What's lacking — and has been fur-
ther illustrated during public forums
and debates — are specifics on policy

Oligeri might plan to pursue and ac-
tions he would take as county execu-
tive. This shouldn't come as a surprise,
though, since challengers in political
races often benefit by keeping their
messages simpler: Don't like what's
happened? I'm your person. Want
change from what you've had? That'’s
me, too.

What is of significant note, though,
is what impact the 2016 Presidential
Election will have on voters and how
they cast their ballots in this election.
If mid-term principles can be applied
here, one might assume the pendulum
will swing not closer to but farther
from the party that just won. That
is, the county having just turned red
would be inclined to purple the hue if
not go more noticeable out of the red
and into the blue.

But, Trump.

Given the impact the non-traditional
Trump movement's had on the parties,
on voters, on the election process, on
essentially everything, it's hard to de-
termine whether this trend will hold,
especially since Oligeri aligns himself
somewhat with Trump.

During the debate I co-moderated
at the Jefferson Educational Soci-
ety with Pat Cuneo, Oligeri praised
Trump's business approach to politics.
Like Trump did on the campaign trail
— and still does in office — Oligeri ex-
udes a confidence in being a solutions
provider without offering specifics on
how solutions will be provided. In an
enthusiastic but hyperbolic declara-
tion, Oligeri told the audience he can
do the impossible.

Between now and Tuesday, Nowv. 7,
additional debates and forums will be
held, ads will saturate the airwaves,
and citizens will get their first look at
campaign finance reports.

In regards to the latter, out-of-coun-
ty money was injected into local elec-
tions in 2016. Whether it's present
again — how much and where from
— remains to be seen but will be tell-
ing as to whether Erieites are the only
ones who care about the outcome of
this election.

Ben Speggen can be contacted
at bSpeggen@ErieReader.
com, and you can follow him
on Twitter at @BenSpeggen.
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Vote Kathy Fatica

\ ERIE COUNTY COUNCIL
Two years ago, you overwhelmingly elected my husband,

- '8 Phil, to loock out for you and your family's best interest
by bringing common sense back to county government.
I'm running for the remainder of Phil's term because | am
ERIE COUNTY CLERK OF RECORDS ) committed to keeping Phil’'s promise - and now my promise
- to get the job done for you.

Ken Gamble’s work as Erie County Clerk of
Records affects everyone who depends upon

accurate, secure, and readily accessible public “This is the [ X _. | respectfu"y ask for your vote on

records. elected office you o Tuesday, November 7th. Thank You!
don’t trust to just
anyone; you trust
it to experience.”

KEEP!

ERIE COUNTY CLERK OF RECORDS

The five offices of the Clerk of Records receive,
file, store, and make available to the public
documents such as Wills & Trusts, Deeds &
Mortgages, and all Civil & Criminal Court records.

As First Deputy Prothonotary and now as Clerk
of Records, Ken Gamble has helped to improve
the accuracy, security and accessibility of these
records by:

v Adding optical imaging technology to improve
both security and accessibility of records

v Designing and implementing off-site records
storage at a cost savings to Erie County
taxpayers

TUESDAY
v Successfully implementing and complying L’—J OT E NOV 7t

with all state mandates

v Successfully adapting to increases in the
number of annual court filings

Paid for by the Kenneth J. Gamble, Clerk of Records Committee.

Passion Patience Perseverance
All of this was achieved under budget and without adding new employees! paid for by Committee to Elect Kathy Fatica

hoose a ECOM Health doctor?

When you're concerned about your family's health, the doctors of LECOM Health

are the primary care physicians and specialists who are concerned
about you.

have access to all of the resources of LECOM Health to help bring a
lifetime of wellness to those who matter most to you.

have more options to refer patients for specialty care in Erie,
Cleveland, Pittsburgh and wherever is best for the care and
convenience of the patient.

accept all major insurances.

are bringing better health to everyone you care for, at every stage of
their lives.

WELCOME TO WELLNESS L’E’C‘O‘M HEALTH
WELCOME TO LECOM HEALTH

With offices in Albion, Corry, Erie, Fairview, Meadville and Waterford
M Health doctors. Choose one today to join a health system that will focus on your overall wellness for life.

Visit LECOMHealth.com/physicians
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From Columnist to Candidate
Why I am throwing my (pink) hat into the ring

By: Liz Allen

baseball cap, a pink hat, a co-
Agent quote on a paper scrap.
Those are some factors that
influenced me to change careers, from
lifelong local journalist to neophyte
political candidate.

But making a run for Erie City Coun-
cil in the Nowv. 7 General Election is ac-
tually my second new midlife career.

Last Now. 15, [ met four friends at
Panera Bread to commiserate about
the shocking election of Donald J.
Trump as president.

Except for one friend who came into
our orbit in college, these girls and
I (we never call ourselves “women”)
have hung out together since our days
at St. Andrew’s grade school. We are
a middle-of-the-road bunch. We don't
splurge when we eat out. One friend
usually only orders a cup of hot water,
then shares her stash of peanut M &
Ms.

We've been stay-at-home moms,
working women and parental caregiv-
ers; three of us are now grandmothers.
We attend weekly Mass. We rarely
talked politics. Then Trump became
the Republican presidential nominee,
and when even our most conservative
friend said she would not vote for him,
I used that minuscule voting sample
to conclude that Trump couldn't win.

Of course, I was wrong, and one
week after the election, I was at Pane-
ra, scarfing down the bootleg M & M's
to ease the pain. Then I had to scoot,
so I could join a capacity crowd to hear

L Iy

Doris Kearns Goodwin speak as part
of the Jefferson Society’s Global World
Summit. Erie native Steve Scully, exec-
utive producer of C-SPAN, served as
moderator.

After Kearns' lecture that night,
fans lined up in the lobby of the Mer-
cyhurst University DAngelo Center
to have books autographed. They
clutched copies of Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln
or No Ordinary Time: Franklin and EI-
eanor Roosevelt.

I held Wait Till Next Year, Goodwin's
memoir about the joys and heartache
of being a Brooklyn Dodgers' fan. I
could identify. Like Goodwin, I grew
up in a great family, with a devoted
father who taught me to love baseball
— the Erie Sailors and then the Pitts-
burgh Pirates.

Because the line for autographs was
so long, Ferki Ferati, now president of
the Jefferson Society, asked us to jot
our requested inscriptions on index
cards.

I handed Goodwin my card: “To Liz.
Retired journalist, now baseball ush-
er.” She laughed, and I got a few sec-
onds to tell her my Brooklyn Dodgers
story.

When I wrote my autobiography for
a seventh-grade assignment, my dad
suggested I open with an anecdote.
He told me that my mom was in la-
bor with me during one of the most
famous games in baseball history: the
playoff between the Dodgers and the
New York Giants. Dad said he was torn
between listening to the game on the

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Retired journalist Liz Allen, a lifelong
baseball fan, has entered the political field
with the aim of shaping “a new narrative
about Erie ... in which we accentuate our
assets and solve our challenges.”

radio and awaiting my birth, and then
I came into the world around the same
time that Bobby Thomson hit his
“shot heard round the world,” a three-
run homer in the bottom of the ninth
to win the National League pennant
for the Giants.

I love my dad’s story. It helps to ex-
plains my lifelong love of baseball;
after all, it was a backdrop for my exit
from the womb.

It also helps to show why I became
an usher for the Erie SeaWolves after
I retired as a full-time opinion writer
and columnist for the Erie Times-
News at the end of 2015.

But as I reflect on my foray into
politics, I'm also drawing some new
lessons from my old baseball stories.
First, like Goodwin, I was fortunate to
have a dad who understood that a girl
could love the boys of summer.

Baseball knowledge has served me
well over the years. At Marquette
University in Milwaukee, my college
roommate was also a die-hard Pirates’
fan and journalism major. Talk about
compatibility! When our peers said
“ERA,” they meant the Equal Rights
Amendment; my roommate and [ were
computing earned run averages.

Now I'm learning that politics can be
hardball, and to navigate that field, I
rely on my female friends. My friends
I met at Panera that night eventually
helped me to gauge whether my skin
was thick enough skin to survive po-
litical brickbats. Friends from a book
club, led by Laura Schaaf, have also
been supportive. Our reading list has
included Lean In by Sheryl Sandberg,
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, Evict-
ed by Matthew Desmond, and “Erie Re-
focused,” the comprehensive plan by
Charles Buki. The friends — and the
books — are all valuable resources.

I've also received encouragement
from friends in person and “friends”
on Facebook.

When I usher for the SeaWolves, I al-
ways feel cool when I scrunch on my
baseball cap. It gives me an identity; it
signals a sense of authority.

But my true feeling of empowerment
came when my sister Colleen gave me
a handmade knit pink hat to wear to
the Women's March in Washington,
the day after the inauguration.

With thousands of others, we pro-
tested peacefully, with our two broth-
ers and with my friend Mary Ann, a
classmate from Villa Maria Academy.
Mary Ann isnt just middle-of-the-
road. She actually lives on Middle
Road in suburban Harrisburg.

After the march, Mary Ann sent me
a two-inch strip of paper with this
quote by Dorothy Day, co-founder of
the Catholic Worker movement: “Peo-
ple say, what is the sense of our small
effort? They cannot see that we must
lay one brick at a time, take one step at
a time. A pebble cast into a pond caus-
esripples that spread in all directions.
Each one of our thoughts, words and
deeds is like that. No one has a right
to sit down and feel hopeless. There is
too much work to do.”

Two months later, that quote helped
to propel me into running for politi-
cal office at the local level. It has been
hard to give up my weekly newspa-
per column, which I had continued
to write after I retired. But I cannot
stand idly by and let Trump's actions
trample the values I grew up with in
Erie: equality for all, common decency.

If I am elected to City Council, I will
have a different storytelling role: I can
actually help shape a new narrative
about Erie, one in which we accentu-
ate our assets and solve our challeng-
es.

I will always advocate and celebrate
fact-based journalism, which will in-
form my fact-based political decisions.
And I pledge to tell the truth, even
about the baseball anecdote that rests
at the foundation of my life story.

The game with the shot heard round
the world was played on Oct. 3, 1951,
two days after I was born, which I
didn't learn until years after I wrote
my autobiography.

Always verify your sources, even if
your source is your dear dad.

LIZ ALLEN worked at the Erie
Times-News for 32 years. She is one
of five candidates — four Democrats
and one Republican — running for
four seats on Erie City Council.

October 25, 2017

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 9



THE JEFFERSON EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY s

UMMIT IX_

Making a Case for Decriminalization
Weighing the costs and benefits

Steve Scully, MS. Philip Rucker, BA.

?

Tara Palmeri, BA. Byka,M&

| The Pre-Something Period: America’s / .

NOVEMBER 2, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Erie and The New Localism
Bruce Katz, J.D.

Q| Erie
Q’\ Insurance

NOVEMBER 8, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Linking Founding Fathers to Issues of the
Day: Focus on Alexander Hamilton and
James Madison
Jay Cost, Ph.D.

NOVEMBER 9, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Understanding Trump: Washington Insiders
on the 45th President
Steve Scully, M.S., Philip Rucker, B.A.,

Tara Palmeri, B.A. and Byron York, M.S.

The Mary D'Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St., Erie, PA 16546

NOVEMBER 10, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.
An Evening with Historian Douglas Brinkley

Douglas Brinkley, Ph.D.
G MERCYHURST

MILLER FAMILY FOUNDATION

PNC

The Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. Erie, PA 16546

NOVEMBER 13, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

The End of One Era, The Start of Another:
German-American Relations in the Age
of Trump

Jackson Janes, Ph.D.
The Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. Erie, PA 16546

NOVEMBER 14, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Witness to History: Stories from Former While
House Chief of Staff Andrew Card
Andrew Card, B.S.

HEALTH
NOVEMBER 15, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.
Feeding the World in the let Century

Caitlin Welsh, M.P.A.

NOVEMBER 16, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Biohacking: Is Do-It-Yourself Tech the
Future of Science?
Ellen Jorgensen, Ph.D.

McGarvey Commons at Penn State Behrend, Reed Union Building,
4701 College Drive, Erie, PA 16510.

NOVEMBER 17, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

LIE|ClO|M

HEALTH

Leadership Challenge

| Lt. General James Dubik, Ret., Ph.D.

The Thomas B. Hagen Dignitas Award recipient

The Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. Erie, PA 16546

For more information & to register visit www.JESErie.org or call us at 814.459.800
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THURSDAY, OCT. 26

t doesn't take much to be classified as

a criminal — possessing less than 30
grams of marijuana (under an ounce)
can weigh heavily on an individual's fu-
ture prospects, hampering one's ability
to land a decent job, housing, or educa-
tion. It can also lead to up to a month
injail.

Marijuana possession arrests —
which accounted for nearly half of all
drug possession arrests last year —
also weigh heavily on taxpayers and
communities (especially those of color,
where minorities are written up eight
times more frequently than their white
counterparts). According to a study
by the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) of Pennsylvania, $225.3 million
was spent statewide on marijuana ar-
rests between 2010-2016, with 8 out of
10 of those arrests being for possession
only. The numbers have skyrocketed
within the past seven years — State Po-
lice made 2,221 arrests in 2010 versus
4,612 in 2016, a staggering 108 percent
increase.

“In order to help reduce massincarcer-
ation, which is fueled by low-level drug
arrests, we need to reduce the criminal-
ity of possessing small amounts of can-
nabis and cannabis-related parapher-
nalia to a summary offense,” says Art
Leopold, a representative of Keystone
Progress.

This means treating marijuana pos-
session like a parking ticket rather than
a ticket into an overburdened prison
system. Philadelphia (both the city and
its encompassing county) decriminal-
ized marijuana in October 2014, and
since then, arrests have dropped by 88
percent. Four other cities have followed
suit— Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, State Col-
lege, and Lancaster.

The Adult Education Committee of

0f 178,000 marijuana-related
arrests made between 2010 and
2016, nearly 80 percent have
been for possession. Advocates
of decriminalization, such

as Art Leopold of Keystone
Progress, hope to reduce mass
incarceration and disencumber
downtrodden communities.

Unitarian Universalist Con-
gregation of Erie (UUCE),
Keystone Progress (Erie
Chapter), the Erie Branch
NAACP, Erie County United, and Temple
Anshe Hesed's Social Action Commit-
tee will discuss why Erie should be the
next in a public forum entitled “Casual
Marijuana Use: A Crime or Civil Infrac-
tion?” at the Jefferson Educational So-
ciety. The discussion panel will consist
of State Representative Ed Gainey (Al-
legheny County), Pastor Dale Snyder
of St. James AME Church, Dr. Nicole
Schoenberger (Associate Professor
of Sociology at Penn State Erie), and
Dr. Michael Balsan of UPMC Hamot
Women's Hospital (neonatal-perinatal
medicine). Moderating will be Marcus
Atkinson, Executive Director of ServErie
and host of the monthly interview show
“NEXT" on WQLN radio.

Gainey will open the discussion with
updates on House Bill 195, his proposed
amendment to the state’'s Controlled
Substances Act to decriminalize mar-
jjuana statewide, and share insights
and observations from Pittsburgh's ex-
periences with decriminalization. The
other panelists will then issue brief
statements before the forum begins in
earnest, with questions from the public
encouraged in the time remaining. Leo-
pold has encouraged Erie Chief of Po-
lice Don Dacus, all city councilperson,
local and state legislators to attend.

Leopold explains: “It's not legalization.
We can't [authorize] that on a state lev-
el. When we mention decriminalization,
some take that to mean, ‘Oh you're all
just gonna smoke pot now.' That's not
our purview; we're about reducing the
burden on the community.”

— Matt Swanseger

]
Q
=)
=
%]
Q
]
I
Q
g
>

Don't let your chance to be heard go
up in smoke; get involved Thursday,
Oct. 26 at the Jefferson Educational
Society, 3207 State Street. The
forum is free to the public and will
take place from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
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ANIMAL ARK  EANLYARNINE o)

<
ANIMAL a 9\)’(
3024 W. 12th St. IV2YYARET NS

PET HOSPITALS

(814)825-0463

Purchase a six pack of Heartgard, Frontline Gold or Nexgard
from Animal Ark Pet Hospital or Animal Kingdom Pet Hospital

And be entered in a
drawing for a $400
VISA gift card!

m Promotion runs until October 31st and drawing will be November 1st.
alaln’a Two cards will be given away, one each from Ark and Kingdom.

IMPROVE [ _
YOUR VISION -

¢ \ LASEREYE
q SURGERY
N T OF ERE

Call to schedule your o >
LASIK consultation! F R E E

Plus receive 10% OFF your
blade free procedure
Exp. 11/08/2017

814.455.7591

www.erielasereye.com « 311 W. 24th St.

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS MAY VARY AND ARE NOT GUARANTEED.
THIS PROCEDURE MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR ALL PATIENTS.

Get info about: M-
Aging Services Health Services |

Child & Youth Services  Parenting

Counseling Support Groups
Education/Training Substance Abuse
Food/Shelter/Clothing  and much more!

PENNSYLVANIA ¢
’ , ORTXT 898-211 + ZIP
2.‘ a’ PAZIINW.org
P — ™
Northwest L o )

Powered by United Way
Free, confidential information and referral

United &5

FIND HELP. GET ANSWERS. Way S

United Way of Erie County

ATTENTION!

Open Enrollment for 2018
Health Insurance Marketplace (aka ACA)
Starts November Ist &
Ends December 15th, 2017.

SINCE FEWER DAYS TO ENROLL OR TO MAKE UPDATES AND
CHANGE PLANS, DO NOT WAIT, ACT NOW!

FOR FREE IN PERSON ASSISTANCE WITH A CERTIFIED MARKETPLACE
NAVIGATOR - CALL: MARY SCHMIDT AT 814-455-0212 X 316

L NIAGARA

THERAPY

OCCUPATIONAL « PHYSICAL » SPEECH

Call Today! (814) 464-0627
NiagaraTherapyLLC.com

2631 WV. 8th Street, Erie
FREE PARKING

REVITALIZING YOUR INDEPENDENCE

Providing you with rehabilitation services to
develop, learn, and make you your best again.

October 25, 2017

Walk-ins Welcome.
Appointments Preferred.

S LR AL TR
FREE INTERPRETATION

Multicultural Community
SERVICES AVAILABLE

Resource Center (MCRC)
554 East 10th Street
Erie, PA 16503
Email: mschmidt@mcrcerie.or

OCTOBER GIFT CERTIFICATE SALE
FREE $10 VOUCHER WITH EVERY $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE PUCHASED

restrictions may apply

3835 W 12th Street
Erie, PA 16505
(814) 836-1827

relish

jewelry - gifts « home décor
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FOR VOTING

HAPPI¢

BEST RADIO STATION

1 Item per coupon,
consignment

Open 7 days a week
Downtown Edinboro |
118 Meadville St.
(814) 734-5858

items
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excluded.
I Expires 11/08/2017

¢ Criminal
e DUI
¢ Divorce
e Custody
e Personal Injury

Kenneth A. Bickel, Esq.
Bickel Law Office 557
West 8th Street

Erie, PA 16502

e FREE CONSULTATIONS

OU

Celebrating Over 131 Years of
Service to the Erie Community

“If we don’t have it
You don’t need it!”

810 Parade Street, Erie PA
(814)453-4314
www krausdeptstore.com
Free Parking on 9th St.

Hours of operation
Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday
9:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m.

BEST OF

ERIE
2016

FRED’S

FURNITURE

IS_QUEEN SETS

Pillow Top, Exira Firm, Plush
Pocket Coil, Memory Foam
Large selection most sefs in stock
Express Delivery

Large selection of living room sets,
matiress sets, bedroom sets, occasional
tubles and more! Save on brands like
Vaughan Bassett, Serta Upholstery,
Simmons Upholstery, Catnapper, Jackson
and other leading brands.

Check out our new Liberty Plaza location

3524 Liberty St, Erie, PA 16508
(814) 455-0220 © fredsfurnitureco.com
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Erie Observes Reformation 2017: Or Will We?
Revisiting Martin Luther’s legacy 500 years later

m COME WORSH
WITH US

= CSUNDAYS

By: Ken Rhodes

uesday, October 31, 2017,
Twill mark the s500th

anniversary of Martin
Luther's posting of his now
legendary Ninety-Five Theses
to a church door in Wittenberg,
Germany (Holy Roman Empire
to be precise). On the Sunday
preceding, called “Reformation
Sunday,” Protestant churches
the world over will celebrate,
commemorate, or perhaps dis-
regard, the life and witness of
this heretofore obscure Ro-
man Catholic monk. So, what
of Erie’s churches? This ques-
tion led me on a pilgrimage to
various houses of worship to
discuss the upcoming anni-
versary with area pastors. All
were gracious, articulate, and
forthcoming about their con-
victions.

My first stop was where Lu-
ther himself began. Fr. Bri-
an Vossler welcomed me to
St. Georges Roman Catholic
Church on Peach Street, where
he readily agreed that certain
‘abuses” in the Renaissance
Church, such as a will to pow-
er and the promiscuous sell-
ing of indulgences, had indeed
merited reform. Drawing on
the commitments of Vatican II,
he praised Evangelical Protes-
tants for their Bible knowledge
and zeal for evangelization,
but reaffirmed his own deeply
personal calling to be a Roman
Catholic pastor. Fr. Vossler has
no plans to say anything differ-
ent on the anniversary, but he

TRINITY
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

emphasized the importance
of “sensitivity” towards other
beliefs.

Leon Ben-Ezra is the pastor of
Faith Reformed Church in Har-
borcreek. As we chatted over
lunch, he explained his belief
that, although all branches of
Christianity hold in common
the basics of the Faith, the “best
way of understanding Jesus” is
found in the Reformed tradi-
tion. When asked which of the
sixteenth century reformers
he would invite to speak be-
fore his congregation, he chose
Luther, whom he described as
“fiery and blunt.” This Presby-
terian pastor admires Roman
Catholic architecture and the
“solemnity” of their gatherings,
but prefers that his flock ob-
serve the reformed principle of
worship. And this, he said, will
lead Faith Reformed Church to
worship God and no one else
on Reformation Sunday.

Rev. Chuck Nelson, pastor of
The Cross, an inner-city min-
istry located on the corner of
11th and Sassafras, also of re-
formed convictions, echoed his
Harborcreek counterpart, both
in his applause for the doctri-
nal stand of the Protestants,
and in his decision to observe
the anniversary by continuing
to preach through scripture.
This, he said, “is probably how
the reformers would have it.”

Rev. Travis Schmidt, pastor
of Trinity Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod) on West 38th
Street, is a newcomer to Erie.

LIBBY ROSEQUIST

As we enjoyed a theological
and historical discussion in his
office, he revealed a consider-
able knowledge of and an en-
during affection for the faith
of his fathers. When asked
why he was Lutheran his re-
sponse ‘scripture alone, grace
alone, faith alone” would have
done his sixteenth century for-
bearer proud. The Lutheran
Reformation occurred, he ex-
plained, because Luther came
to see that “change within the
system was not possible.” Insti-
tutional as well as moral and
doctrinal reform had become
an imperative. Consistent with
the synod's directives, Trinity
plans to ‘celebrate” Reforma-
tion Sunday as an acknowledg-
ment of Luther’s achievement.
Pastor Schmidt expressed his
wish that Luther could return
and speak about the challeng-
es of vernacular Bible trans-
lation and publication in a
world in which printing was
new and literacy a privilege of
the few. Toward the end of our
conversation I inquired about
Luther’s vitriolic anti-Semitic
statements. My host observed
that this much-discussed mor-
al failure had occurred later
in the reformer’s life after ill-
ness and disappointment had
befallen him. He made it clear
that the synod had long ago
rejected that portion of his
legacy. As our conversation
concluded, Pastor Schmidt
praised Catholicism’s openness
to Lutheran hymnody, but reaf-
firmed the theological distinc-
tions which still divide Protes-
tant from Catholic.

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
on Old French Road is current-

Reformation Sunday, which
celebrates its 500th anniversary
on Halloween, has left an indelible
legacy on the Christian faith.
Protestant churches such as
Trinity Lutheran [top left] and
Saint Mark's Episcopal Church
[bottom right] continue to
subscribe (in some form) to the
precedent set forth in Martin
Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses.

ly without a pastor, but Craig
Dressler, Associate for Parish
Life, offered a thoughtful expo-
sition of the American Angli-
can perspective. He commend-
ed Protestants for their role in
“bringing the scriptures and
prayers of the church into the
vernacular of the people,” but
then observed that the Epis-
copalian Church is both Cath-
olic and Protestant, “not one or
the other.” As such, his church
looks to the Anglican Refor-
mation in England rather than
to the continental reformers
and will observe Sunday, Oc-
tober 29th as any other Lord's
Day. Dressler would love to
have Thomas Cranmer, author
of the first Book of Common
Prayer, speak at St. Mark’s. He
honors Roman Catholic wit-
ness to the power of the sacra-
ments and respects evangelical
knowledge of the Bible, but he
describes his theology as “pro-
gressive,” and finds his home in
the traditions of Canterbury.
An Orthodox perspective
was offered by Fr. Pimen Si-
mon, Rector at Church of the
Nativity on Front Street. Sit-
ting on the porch of his home
overlooking the bay, Fr. Simon
agreed with the reformers that
the Roman Church had be-
come corrupt; he admired their
“piety and prayer,” and praised
their emphasis on education.
Nevertheless, he lamented
their abandonment of the sac-
ramental life, their “error” of

scripture alone, and the ‘ero-
sion of Christianity” that fol-
lowed.

Others I contacted were un-
available, so my final ecclesias-
tical conversation took place at
First Alliance Church on Zim-
merly Road, the place of wor-
ship I have called home since
moving to Erie. Pastor Mark
Harris, a history aficionado,
seated us both at a table in his
office. He readily identified the
Protestant Reformation as “the
restoration of the Gospel,” and
commended Martin Luther
for returning to the teachings
of the Apostles. He would ask
Luther to speak in his pulpit, if
he could, and the topic would
be the “unity and purity” of the
now badly fragmented West-
ern Church. Pastor Mark spoke
of his respect for Roman Cath-
olic allegiance to their institu-
tions, and echoed most of his
Protestant colleagues in their
intention that nothing would
be different about Reforma-
tion Sunday.

Driving home at the end of
the day I concluded that Erie’s
Christians are a well-looked
after community, and that for
most of them, surprisingly, Oc-
tober 29, 2017 will be simply an-
other Sunday of faithful wor-
ship and service.

Kenneth W. Rhodes, Ph.D. is

a retired high school teacher
living in Erie, he can be reached
at kenrhodes3291@gmail.com
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Making History?

Erie School Board candidate Tyler Titus answers a few questions about his journey

By: Nick Warren

yler James Titus is one of five
Tpeople on the ballot for the

board of Erie's City School Di-
rectors. On Tuesday, Nov. 8, voters
can select up to five candidates. If his
name is one of the four top choices,
history will be made. He will be the
first elected official in the state of
Pennsylvania who is openly transgen-
der. While Pennsylvania does boast
one of the nation’s top trans officials,
Dr. Rachel Levine, our state’s Physi-
cian General, she was appointed to the
cabinet by Governor Tom Wolf.

In 2014, Titus came out as trans, and
his life has been on a positive trajec-
tory ever since. In May, Titus staged
a successful write-in campaign to be
on November's ballot. In June, he was
selected for The Erie Reader’s 2017 40
Under 40 class, and has since been fea-
tured in news outlets, most notably
The Daily Beast.

An energetic father of two boys,
aged 9 and 4, he's personally invested
in the Erie School District. We were
able to sit down with the charismatic
candidate to get his take on things.

Nick Warren: Let's start with how
you got here. In regard to your write-
in campaign, how did the hurdles of

May's primary get you to this point on
the ballot?

Tyler Titus: What happened in May
was a testament to my commitment.
I accept accountability for filing one
form in the wrong building. I filed my
paperwork in the county courthouse,
making it a public document avail-
able to all interested parties; howev-
er, what I neglected to do was file an
additional form at the School District
building. At the end of the day, sever-
al of the candidates did not comply
with this filing expectation and were
essentially sued by a democratic voter
within the city. Four candidates who
were running for an unpaid political
position stood and presented testimo-
ny that we were all told that we filed
correctly. However, the responsibility
was still on our shoulders, and all four
democratic candidates were knocked
off the democratic ballot for the May
primary election.

I was not willing to back down from
the fight for our community’s children
and teachers, so I launched a write-
in campaign. I spent many evenings
at local events sharing my platform
and many hours knocking on voters'
doors. I wanted to make sure that our
community knew that it did not have

NICK WARREN

Tyler Titus, 33, works as a clinical therapist
for Harborcreek Youth Services. If voted

to the Erie School Board, he will be the
first openly trans official elected in
Pennsylvania.

to accept the current condition of our
public schools and that they had an
additional option: write my name on
the ballot. And that’s exactly what
they did. I received enough support
from Erie City voters that I won a
spot back on the ballot for the general
election.

NW: What have you learned so far
being a parent in the school district,
and what has your involvement been
with the district so far?

TT: We have some phenomenal
teachers and staff who are dedicat-
ed to providing for our students. I
have learned that our students want
to learn and are desperate for a safe
space to discover their talents. I have
learned that we as a community have
neglected our schools and passed it
on as someone else’s problem to fix.
I have been in our schools as a treat-
ment provider for many years and
I've been an advocate for the students,
teachers, and parents. I've worked to
alleviate some of the barriers that
stood in the way of successful out-
comes for students and teachers.

NW: How will you work with local
and state government to try to curb
our school's ongoing financial crisis?

TT: Erie has an enormous amount of
dedicated humans trying to make it a
successful and safe community. How-
ever, so many of these talented people
are operating inisolation, almost like a
million little islands with invisible “do
not cross” tape wrapped around their
edges. I have already started forging
connections with county and city gov-
ernment in order to understand their
systems and how those departments
can support each other. I believe that
Harrisburg has a responsibility to
support our public schools; however, I
do not think we can wait for them to
rescue us. We have to come together
as a city and ask, “what can we do to
help our schools?” It is a responsibility
of every individual within our city to
support and advocate for our public
schools. We have to change the dia-
logue from how the schools are failing

our children to how are we as a com-
munity failing our schools.

NW: What would it mean to you to
become the first openly trans elected
official in Pennsylvania?

TT: When I was in high school I
was bullied to the point of believing
I was intrinsically flawed. I would fall
asleep wishing that I wouldn't wake
up, so that my family wouldn't have
to face being shamed because of their
“defective” child.

Becoming the first openly
trans elected official means
my community believes in
my ability to be a voice and
advocate for our children
and teachers. It means that
every moment of self-doubt
I ever experienced and
fought to eradicate was
worth it.

Now here I am — a man who has
learned how to love himself and be-
lieve in possibility. Society told me to
believe I was not worth fighting for
and now I know that every child de-
serves to have someone fighting for
them. Becoming the first openly trans
elected official means my communi-
ty believes in my ability to be a voice
and advocate for our children and
teachers. It means that every moment
of self-doubt I ever experienced and
fought to eradicate was worth it. This
election means that people are not
defined by gender or orientation, but
rather by the skills that they bring to
the table.

And that is exactly how a candidate
should be assessed.

NW: What effect did the Daily Beast
article, and subsequent coverage, have
on your campaign?

TT: [laughs] Outside of blowing my
mind? I went from being a guy run-
ning for a local office to a guy mak-
ing national headlines and potential
state history. The article in the Daily
Beast launched my campaign which
brought about both positive and nega-
tive feedback. I have been approached
by trans youth and parents of trans
youth stating that I have given them
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The Lavender Rabbit

Gift Baskets « Specialty Foods and Teas
Balsamic Vinegars « Olive Oils « Spreads

We meet all of your
holiday needs!
3330 West 26th Street Erie, PA 16506

814.833.4800

www. thelavenderrabbit.com
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Talbots
Talbots Petites

Butch's Restaurant
Braserie Dearie!
Kelly's Sewing Corner
Gallery 16 Salon
Post Net
Plasha Yoga

Board & Brush
Creative Studio

Ralph Miller Jewelers
The Lavender Rabbit
Village West Chiropractic

Accurate Performance
Maki Kurata Acupuncture

Presque Isle
Closing Services

V-Gallery

Dr. Shandy

Psychiatry Services

NV

3800 West 12th Street
Erie, PA 16506
(814) 737-9345

Open Monday thru Saturday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Too busy to take
care of yourself?
Think again.

We offer a full line of
services such as addiction,
anxiety, and depression as
well as other mental health

disorders.

Obstetrician/
Gynecologist

OB-GYN Associates
of Erie, PC seeks
Obstetrician/Gynecologist
to work in Erie, PA, to
provide medical care
related to pregnancy and/
or childbirth as well as
diagnose, treat, & help
prevent diseases of women,
particularly those affecting
the reproductive system.
Send CV/cover letter with
salary requirements to:
Carol A. Habas, PHR,
SHRM-CP, Director of
Human Resources, OB/
GYN Associates of Erie,
100 Peach Street, Suite
300, Erie, PA 16507,
chabas@obgynoferie.com.
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to Choose UsS for your care. 5035 Peach St.

WEST MILLCREEK
5050 West Ridge Road, Third Floor

YOUR OB-GYN TEAM KEEPS GROWING. NORTH EAST
2060 North Pearl St.

Erie's newest ob-gyn team now includes five new caregivers: Thomas Abraham Jr.,, DO; Jennifer Stull, DO;
Timothy Weibel, MD; Lauren Leone, PA-C; and Amanda Meacham, PA-C. We're delivering the personalized
care you'd expect — plus the peace of mind knowing that highly specialized care is available if you need it. Magee _Womens
Magee-Womens, UPMC Hamot is the area’s only facility linked to a nationally ranked hospital dedicated to UPMC Hamot

caring for women.

To make an appointment :
With.one of our o \;, : 9

providers, call ¥
814-877-8950, or
visit UPMCHamot.org/ 4 l | d i 1
¥ i . [ .
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Anand Noticewala, MD | Saima Ashraf, MD

Francis Tseng, MD

AT

Sarah Henry-Walker, CRNP
Bart Matson, DO [ Tawsufe Majid, MD '

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

* Beautiful country setting

* Fairview, PA

* Laundry facilities on site

* 24 Hour emergency maintenance
* 2 Bedroom & 1 bath

* No pets permitted
* Off street parking
* Rent is $685 plus gas & electric

(814) 474-5778

WE OFFER LOCATED (0] \|
TANDEM STORAGE SHEDS, GARAGES, | 2904 PITTSBURGH AVE. MONDAY

GAZEBOS & POLYWOOD ORTHE CORNER OF THROUGH
TOWN HOUSES OUTDOOR FURNITURE! ROUTE 20 AND MILLFAIRRD. | SATURDAY
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NEWS & VIEWS

hope that things are going to be okay.
I have also been cyber-attacked by
people who believe that being trans-
gender is a choice, a sin, and that my
access to children should be denied
as I am a “perverted threat.” However,
I expected backlash and thankfully
have already healed old wounds that
relied on approval from others. I know
why I am running and it doesn't have
to do with being transgender.

NW: I hear stirrings that there's a
documentary being made about you,
is that true?

TT: It is true! I had the privilege of
working with Laurence Mathieu-
Leger, a Senior Producer from Bustle
— formerly a film producer at The
Guardian. The piece is on five trans/
non-binary candidates who are cur-
rently running for elected political of-
fices across the US. The piece is set to
be released early November 2017.

NW: What about your professional
background makes you feel you are a
good choice for school board?

TT: At the age of 19, I started working
for my county’s child protective ser-
vices as a case-aide. I would transport
children who were adjudicated depen-
dent [ie. recipients of child welfare
services upon a juvenile court ruling]
and in foster care to visits with biolog-
ical family members. I was exposed at
an early age to systemic flaws with-
in systems designed to help those in
need. This experience, and others, pro-
pelled me into a social service career.
I worked at the Erie County Office of
Children and Youth for seven years,
as a caseworker and eventually the
training supervisor, before accepting
the clinical therapist position at Har-
borcreek Youth Services three years
ago. The past ten years have been ded-
icated to serving children and families

here in Erie County.

I don't just read about the struggles
of our community, I go into them with
the families. I am at the dining room
table, on the living room couches, in
the classrooms, at the court hearings,
and in my office as we figure out a way
to get out of the darkness they are ex-
periencing. I don't just make decisions
for other people. I empower them so
they can make their own.

Fighting for our children is not only
what I know how to do; it is what I
want to do. I serve on local nonprof-
it boards without compensation be-
cause I believe in creating a safe and
thriving community for families, for
my family.

NW: Lastly, how can voters get in-
volved?

TT: Every person needs to ask them-
selves if they are okay with what they
see happening in their community. If

they aren't, then they need to run for
office or get behind a candidate that
they believe in. Every voter needs to
know what is going on in local politics
as this is what directly impacts their
daily lives and ultimately determines
the larger government around us. Lo-
cal elections matter and we owe it to
ourselves and our children to become
invested. Ask questions, demand clar-
ity and accountability, rally for your
causes.

Titus is joined on the ballot by
incumbents Angela Euell-McNair
(herself a 40 Under 40 honoree in 2016)
and Thomas Spagel, as well as realtor
Tim Kuzma, and former teacher and
coach Darlene Feeney — who was
also struck from the primary ballot.

Nick Warren can be reached at
nwarren@eriereader.com.

Persinger, Schember Look to Guide a City at a Crossroads
Erie decides which direction to turn on Nov. 7

By: Ben Speggen

or the first time in 12 years,
F regardless of which politi-
cal party assumes con-
trols of the executive branch
of city government, Erie will
have a new leader. Completing
the final year of his final term,
Erie Mayor Joe Sinnott will
leave the fifth floor of City Hall
not by ballot but by the term
limits (three four-year terms)
imposed after Lou Tullio’s two-
decade-plus reign as mayor.
This is the chief difference be-
tween Erie's mayoral race and
its county executive race: The
presence of an incumbent with
arecord to judge.

A certain excitement exists in
the unknown - especially after
Sinnott won both his second
and third terms uncontested.
This either might serve as Erie's
affirmation of the Sinnott ad-
ministration or a signal that it’s
easier to run in an open field
than challenge an incumbent.
There were nine. And there
were many more names ru-
mored.

In the County Executive race,
Democratic incumbent Kathy
Dahlkemper, vying to keep her
seat, is running on a proven re-
cord. Voters can keep course or
opt for a change, but either way,
they have something against

NICK WARREN

Regardless of whether Erie elects
Republican John Persinger (left) or
Democrat Joe Schember (right),
there will be a new mayor in City
Hall this November.

which to judge one of the coun-
ty executive candidates: A polit-
ical record in that office.
Although  Democrat Joe
Schember has served on Erie
City Council, neither he nor
Republican John Persinger has
held elected office in an execu-
tive capacity. And each is pro-
moting their seemingly clean
slates through their platforms.
There is another way the may-
oral race is unlike the county
executive race. Voter registra-
tion in the city favors demo-
crats 3-to-1, making the path to
victory for any Republican im-
mediately more challenging by
numbers alone. Whereas a Re-
publican county executive can-
didate can appeal to both par-
ties but still feel comfortably
wrapped in a warm-enough
GOP blanket, a Republican
mayoral candidate must, with-
out exception, convert thou-

sands of Ds to Rs on the path to
victory.

But at this point, what else
can be said about Erie's mayoral
race? After all, there's been a lot
of talk, there continues to be a
lot of talk, and here will be more
talk after Nov. 7, no doubt.

Ask virtually anyone con-
cerned with the fate and direc-
tion of Erie and they'll tell you
that this is one of - if not the
- most important election in
Erie’s history. Erie is at a cross-
roads. It's at a turning point. It
must take action through lead-
ership.

But that was said before May's
primary election outcome, too.
And then, less than one-third of
registered voters made it to the
polls to participate in democra-
cy.

Since 1961, Erie has not elect-
ed a Republican mayor. Some
will say that the numbers alone
make it improbable at best —im-
possible at worst — for a Repub-
lican to be elected mayor. Some
will say that because of a hun-
ger for change, now will be the
time that voters abandon their

party in favor of ideas over par-
ty loyalty.

Spend more than five min-
utes with either Persinger and
Schember and you'll know that
both are well-intentioned and
want a bright future for Erie,
which undoubtedly appeals to
voters given the vitriol spewed
at the national level. And both
are nice guys - they've pledged
to keep their campaigns civil,
and so far, they have.

Both see Erie Refocused, the
city's comprehensive plan, as a
pathway to a better Erie. How-
ever, they differ in their ap-
proaches.

Persinger's plan is more am-
bitious: Remove 1,000 blighted
homes in 1,000 days. It's bold,
for sure, and is gaining its due
attention. Yet where the funds
will come from specifically -
an estimated $10 million - and
where the people who live in
the regions he plans to target
will go remains unclear.

Schember’s plan is more con-
servative: Address 50 to 100
homes in the first year after
re-engag- [cont.on page 36]
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The Jefferson Educational Society's Global Summit IX

World-class lecturers speak on the world we live in

By: Jim Wertz, Nick Warren, and Matt Swanseger

ou could say that Erie is rarely considered to be the center of global

Y thought and culture. However, for two weeks during each of the

past nine years, the Jefferson Educational Society and its sponsors

have brought to town the most significant names in politics, culture, and

the greater intellectual community of artists, journalists, and wonks...oh,
my.

This year is no exception. Global Summit IX will explore localism, glo-
balism, and the politics that mediate the space in between, tackling is-
sues that are germane to regional thought leaders and policy-makers by
introducing Erie to some of the world's most influential thinkers in their
fields as well as welcoming back — and in some cases welcoming home —
people who are shaping national and international policy.

Moving forward as a region has never been more complicated as our po-
litical processes, both local and national have grown exceptionally parti-
san. As a reflection of this political moment, much of this year’s Global
Summit points toward the challenges faced by American institutions,

including universities, the press, and even the White House.

“Erie and the New Localism”
— With Bruce Katz, Centennial
Scholar at the Brooking Institution

Thursday, Nov. 2 // 7:30 p.m. // Jeffer-
son Educational Society, 3207 State St.

On radars because: Bruce J. Katz
is the very first Centennial Schol-
ar at the Brookings Institution. The
unique distinction is reserved for
someone whose work is, according to
Brookings, ‘cross-program, inter-dis-
ciplinary, international, and intensely
focused on impact.” Katz' work ana-
lyzing metropolitan prosperity has
made him one of the leading author-
ities on city issues. After getting his
B.A. from Brown University, and his
JD. from Yale Law School, Katz co-
led the housing and urban transition

team during President Obama’s first
100 days. He also served as an advi-
sor to Shaun Donovan, Obama’s first
Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment. Katz has been to Erie be-
fore as part of the Jefferson Society's
collaboration with Brookings on Erie’s
Advanced Industries — an extension
of the Brookings publication Ameri-
ca’s Advanced Industries, which Katz
oversaw as the Director of Brookings
Metropolitan Policy Program from
1996-2015. Katz returned to the JES in
2015 as part of the Metro 100, a public
policy round table for regional civic
and business leaders.

Worth seeing because: As an al-
most unparalleled expert on Ameri-
can cities, his knowledge could be in-
valuable. He has a forthcoming book
— co-authored with Jeremy Nowak
— titled The New Localism: How Cit-
ies Can Thrive in the Age of Populism.
The book examines three key cities:
Copenhagen, Indianapolis, and our
neighbor to the south, Pittsburgh.
Katz has been a staunch advocate for
metropolitan regions to regain a sense
of agency from the state and federal
government. On his previous visits to
Erie, he's articulated how Erie might
draw upon the strengths of its man-
ufacturing past to participate in new
economies, including global trade and
technology. Katz has a common re-
frain, “No one is coming to save you.”
Erie, like other metropolitan regions
in the former Rust Belt, he demands,
will have to figure out how to move
forward on their own.

“Linking Founding Fathers to
Issues of the Day: Focus on
Alexander Hamilton and James
Madison”

— With Jay Cost, senior writer at The
Weekly Standard

Wednesday, Nov. 8 // 7:30 p.m. // Jeffer-
son Educational Society

On radars because: Offering views
from a conservative perspective, Jay
Cost is the author of 2012 book Spoiled
Rotten: How the Politics of Patronage
Corrupted the Once Noble Democratic
Party and Now Threatens the Ameri-
can Republic. Cost holds a B.A. from
the University of Virginia, as well as
an M.A. from the University of Chica-
go. He is a former writer for the web-
site, RealClearPolitics.com, rising to
prominence via his “Horse Race Blog,”
and currently writes for The Weekly
Standard. Two of the journal's editors,
William Kristol and Fred Barnes, have
also been featured guests for previous
Global Summit events. His latest work
is titled The Price of Greatness: Alex-
ander Hamilton, James Madison, and
the Creation of American Oligarchy.
To gain Cost's insights on how the two
forefathers' views shaped our current
government, be in the room where it
happens

Worth seeing because: November
8-10 might prove to be three critical
days in the American conversation
with regard to the Trump presidency
and the future of our political system.
The author and political analyst will
begin the three-day run by linking the
founding fathers to current political
issues, including free speech and “mi-

cro-aggressions.” An ardent defender
of conservative values, but no apol-
ogist for the current administration,
Cost will likely establish a tone that
will infuse a media round table on the
relationship between the press and
the executive branch.

“Understanding Trump:
Washington Insiders on the 45th
President”

— Media panel discussion moderated
by C-SPAN's Steve Scully featuring
Tara Palmeri, Philip Rucker, and
Byron York

Friday, Nov. 10 // 7:30 p.m. // Mary
D'Angelo Performing Arts Center, Mer-
cyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St.

On radars because: This special pan-
el discussion will be moderated by
C-SPAN's Steve Scully, an Erie native
and Chairman of Global Summit IX.
A Yale graduate and Pulitzer Prize fi-
nalist, Philip Rucker serves as White
House Bureau Chief for The Washing-
ton Post, notably having covered Mitt
Romney's campaign in 2012. Politico
and CNN contributor Tara Palmeri,
is an American University alum who
previously worked at The Washing-
ton Examiner and The New York Post.
Byron York is the Chief Political Cor-
respondent for The Washington Ex-
aminer and author of The Vast Left
Wing Conspiracy. Scully, the senior
executive producer and political edi-
tor whom John Oliver calls “the most
patient man on television,” will mod-
erate this forum, filled with panelists
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Our free gait analysis will help you find the shoe that's right for you!

932 W. Erie Plaza Dr.
Erie, PA 16505 the ultimate medical & technical running & walking shop
814-871-6320 Running & Walking Shoes  Apparel ® Accessories
www.achillesrunning.us We actually fit you for shoes!

WE TELL THEM
THROUGH VIDED.

THE CHURCH OF A church of miracles. It's Jesus' church.
S It can be your church, too. Come and see.

3126 State Street, Erie, PA 16508 SPECIALIZING IN FILM AND COMMERCIAL VIDEO PRODUCTION
Sundays

outsam Suncey Sl MENAJERIE STUDIO
. 1001 STATE STREET #1224
bpm Bible Stucly ERIE, PA

(814) 580-8205
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Phone: 814-476-7519
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Comprehensive Care for
Your Family

Anthony M. Ruffa, DO ‘ ' _—
is a family medicine specialist : —

who provides complete medical - 2 - 2
and preventive care for every Y - & ro— .

member of your family.

Call (814) 452-6383 to schedule your appointment.

LECOM Health doctors. Choose one today to join a health system that will focus on your overall wellness for life.
Visit LECOMHealth.com/physicians

L‘E‘C‘O‘M HEALTH Eastside Medical Center

MEDICAL ASSOCIATES OF ERIE 2625 Parade Street, Erie, PA

4th Annual Office Giveaway - Connecting the Counties m

Renaissance Centre

Win Free Office Space for a Year!

"+ We are Connecting the Counties —
- Erie and Crawford — by giving away

R | free office space in both

" Erie (Renaissance Centre) and

Meadville (Parkside Commons)

Apply on-line

Be a part of the emerging entrepreneurial culture in Northwest Pennsylvania.

Visit RenaissanceErie.com or call 814-464-7236
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popular in both liberal and conserva-
tive circles alike. With each member of
this panel being a noted White House
correspondent, this should deliver a
unique perspective on national news
coverage of the executive branch.

Worth seeing because: Real news
correspondents will get their chance
to weigh in on “fake news.” It's im-
portant to have this discussion during
our current political climate, as navi-
gating sources and information is dif-
ferent in this administration than it
was for previous political candidates
and presidents. See different points of
view as they have an educated conver-
sation about the strange, ever-chang-
ing world of the White House.

“An Evening with Historian
Douglas Brinkley”

— With Douglas Brinkley, professor
of history at Rice University

Thursday, Nov. 9 // 7:30 p.m. // Mary
D'Angelo Performing Arts Center, Mer-
cyhurst University

On radars because: Presidential his-
torian for CNN, Douglas Brinkley has
been referred to as by the network
as “a man who knows more about
the presidency than any human be-
ing alive.” The renowned presidential
historian has more than a score of
books to his name (23 to be precise).
Brinkley is accomplished both as an
author and an editor, being the liter-
ary executor to his friend Hunter S.
Thompson, overseeing the release of
Jack Kerouac's diaries, Woody Guth-
rie's novel House of Earth, and The
Nixon Tapes. His biography of Walter
Cronkite was named Book of the Year

by The Washington Post. This year, he
even shared a Grammy Award with
Wynton Marsalis thanks to his work
co-producing the album Presidential
Suite: Eight Variations on Freedom.
The well-rounded expert will speak
with authority to a number of topics.

Worth seeing because: For context,
the first week of the Global Summit
will close with Brinkley, who has
been a critic of the Trump presidency
and the unorthodox candidacy that
brought Trump to power. Brinkley
has written books about Theodore
Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, John E.
Kennedy, Gerald Ford, Richard Nixon,
Jimmy Carter, and Ronald Reagan, in
addition to a notable list of cultural
figures and personalities. His observa-
tions on the businessman-turned-re-
ality-television-star-turned-President
of the United States are not to be
missed.

“The End of One Era, The Start
of Another: German-American
Relations in the Age of Trump”

— With Dr. Jackson Janes, presi-

dent of the American Institute for
Contemporary German Studies in
Washington, D.C.

Monday, Nov. 13 // 7:30 p.m. // Jefferson
Educational Society

On radars because: Unlike certain
other presidents, Dr. Janes is well-re-
garded on both sides of the pond for
his work in international relations.
He has headed the American Institute
of Contemporary German Studies at
John Hopkins University since 1989
— the same year the Berlin Wall fell —
and has been a respected voice on the

state of affairs between the United
States and Germany for decades. His
early career in academia took place in
Cold War Germany, where he taught
at universities in Freiburg, Giessen,
and Tibingen. He directed the Ger-
man-American Institute in Tiibingen
(1977-80) and the European office of
the German Marshall Fund of the
United States (1980-1985) before re-
turning stateside. He serves on several
international advisory boards and is a
regular consultant on German-U.S.
relations for CBS, CNN, C-SPAN, PBS,
CBC, and numerous German stations.

Worth seeing because: Germany is
the most populous and most influen-
tial member of the European Union,
and sets the tone for foreign policy.
President Trump has not exactly en-
deared himself to German leadership
since taking office, forecasting the
demise of the EU and adding that
“the Germans are bad, very bad.” Fur-
thermore, he called NATO “obsolete,”
although he pledged his commitment
to Europe’s defense. Although Trump
has gotten off to a rocky start with
Germany, it is imperative the coun-
tries work together in the face of
many global challenges.

“Witness to History: Stories
from Former White House Chief
of Staff Andrew Card”

— With Andrew H. Card, Chief of
Staff under President George W. Bush
(2000-06)

Tuesday, Nov.14 // 7:30 p.m. // Jefferson
Educational Society

0

=

On radars because: Card has spe-
cial insight into U.S. politics, having
served under three presidents — Ron-
ald Reagan (various roles), George
HW. Bush (Secretary of Transporta-

tion and Deputy Chief of Staff), and
George W. Bush (Chief of Staff). The
Massachusetts native entered public
service in 1975, holding a seat on his
state's House of Representatives un-
til 1983, when he joined the Reagan
administration. He served as Deputy
Assistant to the President, Director
of Intergovernmental Affairs, and as
a liaison to public officials on both
the state and municipal levels. Under
the senior Bush, he managed the daily
operations of the White House, coor-
dinated disaster relief efforts in the
wake of Hurricane Andrew, and over-
saw the transition to the Clinton ad-
ministration. Under the junior Bush,
Card was the first to notify the pres-
ident of the g9/11 attacks and helped
guide the country’s intelligence poli-
cies in the tragedy’s aftermath.

Card was the first to
notify the president

of the 9/11 attacks

and helped guide the
country’s intelligence
policies in the tragedy's
aftermath.

Worth seeing because: Card him-
self has seen a lot worth seeing, both
for the better and worse of this coun-
try. The past informs the future, and
much of what Card witnessed over
the three previous decades has par-
allels to today's reality. He is credited
with playing a central role in shap-
ing post-9/11 intelligence strategies.
His understanding of how to manage
the generals and the bureaucrats in
Washington will serve attendees well
as a starting point for the final nights
of this year’s Global Summit, which
feature two Erie natives. This year’s
hurricanes Harvey and Maria have
wrought destruction unrivaled since
Andrew (1992) and Katrina (2005). Is-
sues of safety and security are again
at the forefront of the public con-
sciousness, following ugly incidents in
Charlottesville and Las Vegas. Times
like these call for levelheadedness,
solidarity, and resolve between our
leaders and our people — how does
our present compare to the past? Card
will share what he’s learned and the
lessons we can apply to our situation
moving forward.
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“Feeding the World in the 21st
Century”

— With Caitlin Welsh, Acting Direc-
tor of the Secretary of State’'s Office
of Global Food Security (S/GES) at the
U.S. Department of State

Wednesday, Nov. 15 // 7:30 p.m. // Jef-
ferson Educational Society

On radars because: You could afford
to feed into the knowledge Welsh has
acquired as she’s attempted to answer
a critical question: how do we better
feed the world? After receiving a B.A.
from the University of Virginia in 2001,

the Erie native volunteered with the
Peace Corps in Morocco and earned
a Master in Public Administration
from the Columbia University School
of International and Public Affairs.
Her mission has taken her all over the
globe, from the sprawling agricultural
operations in California's Central Val-
ley to tiny rice farms in Liberia. In her
current position, Welsh oversees ef-
forts to minimize hunger and malnu-
trition and promote sustainable pro-
duction practices. She also represents
America in G-7 negotiations on global
food security, where she engages with
members of Canada, France, Germany;,
Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and
the European Union.

Worth seeing because: As popu-
lation and urbanization rise, many
mouths continue to go unfed. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, up to 127 percent of American
households do not get enough to eat.
“Food deserts” (areas where fresh pro-
duce and meat is not within walking
distance) exist not only in remote or
sparsely-populated areas, but also in
poor inner cities (such as Erie's lower

east side). Healthy people are happier,
more productive people — that truth
applies everywhere, from Africa to
North America. Earth is capable of
putting enough food on the table —
we just have to make sure everyone
has the opportunity to pull up a chair.

“Biohacking: Is Do-It-Yourself
Tech the Future of Science?”

— With Ellen Jorgensen, co-founder
and president of Biotech Without
Borders

Thursday, Nov. 16 // 7:30 p.m. // Mc-
Garvey Commons at Penn St. Behrend,
Reed Union Building, 4701 College Dr.

On radars because: Biotechnology
has come under the microscope as of
late, both for its intriguing possibil-
ities and its ethical considerations.
Jorgensen has made a career of il-
luminating the mysteries of science
with her nonprofit organization Bio-
tech Without Borders, which fosters
scientific literacy among children and
adults, especially in regards to molec-
ular and synthetic biology. She also
helped establish Genspace, a commu-
nity lab in Brooklyn focused on those

same two subjects — the endeavor
landed her on Fast Company's World's
Top 10 Innovative Companies in Edu-
cation. She holds a Ph.D. in Molecular
Biology from New York University,
her work has been featured in scores
of magazines and TV programs, and
her two TED talks (“Biohacking: You

i, All Natural Holistic Pet Foods

- USDA inspected

- No by-products
Human grade protein

- No artificial ingredients

g —

Nickel

Plate
Mills

- Grain free or whole grain only

- No fillers

1932 Parade St. Erie, PA 16503

www.nickelplatemills.net 0 Like us on facebook

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Bedroom units
available

Great west Erie
location

$450 + off street
parking available

Ottawa Apartments
(814) 825-2924
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FEATURE

Can Do It Too” and “What You Need
To Know About CRISPR") have drawn
over two million viewers.

Worth seeing because: Biohacking is
adjusting the lens through which the
common person approaches science
— if you don't have the formal knowl-
edge but the curiosity is in your DNA,
this could be the lecture for you. Bio-
hacking can refer to either DIY biolo-
gy (outside the typical university set-
ting) or maximizing one’s own biology
through medical, nutritional, physical,
or electronic means. Designer genes
are in fashion; listen as Jorgensen tells
you all about this emerging trend.

“The Pre-Something Period:
America's Leadership Challenge”
— With Lt. Gen. James Dubik, U.S.
Army (retired)

Friday, Nov.17 // 7:30 p.m. // Mary D’An-
gelo Performing Arts Center, Mercy-
hurst University

On radars because: Another Erie
native, Lt. Gen. Dubik stands to earn
your attention after a decorated 37-
year career in the U.S. Army and nu-
merous post-service accolades, most
recently the 2017 Thomas B. Hagen
Dignitas Award (which is bestowed
upon an Erie citizen who “has made a
significant contribution to the vitality

of American democracy.”) Currently,
Lt. Gen. Dubik owns a revered inter-
national consulting firm (Dubik Asso-
ciates), which specializes in leadership
development, organizational change,
and national and strategic intelligence
issues. He also belongs to the Council
on Foreign Relations, the National Se-
curity Advisory Council, the U.S. Glob-
al Leadership Coalition, and the U.S.
Army Ranger Hall of Fame. His tacti-
cal mind has been deployed on sev-
eral fronts, working on behalf of the
Church (The Leadership Roundtable
on Church Development), the Insti-
tute for the Study of War, the Institute

Another Erie native, Lt. Gen.
Dubik stands to earn your
attention after a decorated
37-year career in the U.S.
Army and numerous post-
service accolades,

of Land Warfare, and many others.

Worth seeing because: Whether or
not a single bullet is fired, there are
wars raging among us culturally, so-
cially, economically, and environmen-
tally with outcomes yet to be decided.
Dubik is a well-respected leader and
Erieite on the front line of many dis-
cussions concerning our nation's wel-
fare.

Jim Wertz (jwertz@eriereader.

com), Nick Warren (nwarren@
eriereader.com), and Matt Swanseger
(mswanseger@eriereader.com) are all
concerned world citizens and members
of the Erie Reader editorial board.

Nobody Likes Scary
Business Cards!
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Need More?
Add 250 More of Same Design

FOR ONLY $1 0.00
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Spotlight on Erie

October 25 -November 7, 2017

Thursday, Oct. 26

Playhouse to Perform
Mamma Mia!

rom Thursday, Oct. 26 to Sunday,

Now. 19, the Erie Playhouse will be
performing one of the most memo-
rable musicals of all time. Mamma
Mia! debuted March 1999 in London,
England. Since then, more than 60
million people have seen it. In 2015, it
became the longest running musical
on Broadway:.

Mamma Mia tells the story of a
bride, her single mother and the three
men who might be her father. Sophie
wants her father to walk her down
the aisle on her wedding day, but she
doesn't know him. To resolve this, she
invites the three contenders to her
big day. Though undeniably dramat-
ic, the storyline ultimately unfolds in
an amusing way, keeping audiences
entertained from beginning to end.
But if that doesn't draw you in, sure-
ly the music will. The famous musical
includes countless catchy songs by
ABBA, who joined the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 2010. Weeks after the
show, youll likely still be humming
songs like “Dancing Queen,” “Gimme!
Gimme! Gimme!” “Knowing Me,
Knowing You” and “Honey, Honey.”

— Tracy Geibel

7:30 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays, Sat-
urdays and Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2 p.m.
Sundays and Saturday, Nov. 18 // Erie
Playhouse, 13 W. 10 St. // $12 to $20.25 //
454-2852 // erieplayhouse.org

ark Weber makes memorable art.

His fanciful, buoyant, illustra-
tive style has been well-displayed in
Erie — particularly the Erie Art Mu-
seum — for years. His work has been
featured on multiple posters for the
Blues & Jazz Festival, most recently in

2015. In January of that year, he was
also the artist in residency at the mu-
seum, crafting new, improvised cre-
ations live in front of patrons.

His newest show will feature one
of his most-loved motifs: “Animals.”
That's the title of Weber's latest ex-
hibit at the Erie Art Museum. Run-
ning until February 11, 2018, the show's
opening celebration will be on Thurs-
day, Oct. 26 at the Ronald E. Holstein
Gallery. The artist will be on hand to
create live drawings and illustrations
similar to his 2015 appearance. His
animal-themed drawings will be ac-
companied by beer pairings from the
Erie Beer Company, and the Erie Zoo's
“Traveling Zoo” will even bring around
live animals to the event — likely sub-
jects for live illustration.

Weber has had his work appear
in numerous publications over
the years such as The New
York Times, The Wall Street
Journal, Playboy, Rolling Stone,
and The Atlantic Monthly.

The Erie expatriate — and current
Wilmington, North Carolina resident
— has had his work appear in numer-
ous publications over the years such
as The New York Times, The Wall
Street Journal, Playboy, Rolling Stone,
and The Atlantic Monthly. An active il-
lustrator, he has provided art for over
75 young reader books for Townsend
Press.

At 10 am, following Thursday's
opening, The Big Picture Mural Proj-
ect will unveil a mural by Weber in the
heart of Erie. On the south-facing wall
of the St. Martin's Center, at the cor-
ner of 18th and State, Weber's bright,
vibrant work will be showcased for all
to see.

Imbuing each creature with a hu-
manistic life of their own, he anthro-
pomorphizes them with exuberant
style. Whether working in painterly
clouds of gauche, or bold vector-like
line work, each piece carries its idio-
syncratic traces. While often varying
wildly in terms of style from one piece
to the next, each of Weber's creations
has an organic, warmly cartoonish
feel. — Nick Warren

7 to 9 p.m. // Erie Art Museum, 20
John Vanco Way // $10, $8 for mem-
ber and animal-costumed guests //
erieartmuseum.org/mark-weber

Saturday, Oct. 28th

All That Jazz: Brubeck
Brothers Quartet at
the Warner Theatre

or jazz enthusiasts around the

world, the name “Brubeck” first
conjures the likeness of American
composer and jazz pianist David War-
ren Brubeck. As noted on the Erie Phil-
harmonic’s website, the influential
jazz master “instantly evokes a spe-
cial sound or tune in your ear.” Noted
to be a founding father of “cool jazz,
Brubeck is perhaps best known for
his eclectic range in styles, often com-
bining classical training with a knack
for improvisation. Brubeck's music
was challenging, utilizing complicat-
ed rhythms and peculiar time signa-
tures. And by the sound of it, his sons
Chris and Dan Brubeck (performing
as the Brubeck Brothers Quartet) are
continuing his legacy. This month, the
Brubeck Brothers Quartet will be per-
forming at Erie's historic Warner The-
atre. In addition to a number of “jazz
standards,” the Brubeck siblings will
be performing several highlights from
their father’s very own collection (in-
cluding fan favorites “Take Five" and
“Blue Rondo a la Turk”). Executive Di-
rector Steven Weiser couldn't sound
more excited for it.

“We are beyond excited to welcome
the legendary Brubeck name to the
stage for this concert on October 28,"
says Weiser. “As a young drummer,
one of the first pieces I played with a
trio in public was “Take Five.” Know-
ing that the Brubeck Brothers will
be playing this iconic piece alongside
Daniel Meyer and the Erie Philhar-
monic is awesome!” The concert is be-
ing co-presented by JazzErie and con-
ducted by the aforementioned Daniel
Meyer, truly making this night one of
Erie's must see shows of the fall sea-

son. — Aaron Mook
8 to 10 p.m. // 811 State St. // $22-$45 //
eriephil.org

Saturday, Oct. 28

Boogey Down at the King's
Rook Halloween Bash

very year's Halloween get-down at
the King's Rook is off the hook.

And Mister F, well, theyre effin’ fan-
tastic.

Mosaic Foundation? They lay a hel-
luva groove down too.

Add all those parts together, and
what's brought to life is one Frank-
en-funky creepy crawlin’' evening of
All Hallows' awesomeness.

That's what's going down at the
Rook’s 2017 Halloween Bash.

Scared to let the spirits move you?
Don't be. Chances are you won't even
need the liquid variety to boogey, man.

That's because Mister F — a tight,
synthy fusion of, well, just about ev-
erything — are a standout among
standouts on the wider region’s live
music scene. Brooklyn-based Live for
Live Music, one of the last words in
what's happening in that scene, have
this to say about the quartet: “Mister
F .. broaches all aspects of organized
music. Rooted in funk traditions, [the
band’s] members are no strangers to
unique compositions and sonic ex-
plorations, though it's done with a
tightness that keeps listeners dancing
throughout their performances.”

And Mosaic Foundation are most
definitely no slouches either. Com-
ing to us from New York's pristine
Finger Lakes region, the collection of
multi-talented musicians stays true to
its name and deep roots, mashing ska,
dub, dance-hall, and other influences
into a sweet, positive, powerful sound
that's uniquely their own.

October 25, 2017
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What they bring to the stage, they
say, is “an exploration in reggae that is
pushed to the limits — and sometimes
spills over.”

There's gonna be some groovy ghouls
going bump in that night for sure.

— Ryan Smith

9p.m.to2a.m.// 1921 Peach St. //
facebook.com/kingsrookclub

Saturday, Oct. 28

Grab The Gals for the
For Women Only Expo

girls night out is always a blast,
sometimes, more so when copi-

ous cocktails are involved — hey, you
end up with a good story or two, at the
very least — but this isn't your only
option in October for some lady-bond-
ing time. On the 28th and 29th, head
over to the Bayfront Convention Cen-
ter for this year's For Women Only
Expo. Over 100 vendors will purvey
their wares, related to all things fash-
ionable, fun and functional for female
health — yes, there's the opportunity
to participate in all-important health
screenings as well as learning how to
better apply your mascara.

New to the event this year is the
Lux Lounge, where ladies looking to
indulge can relax in gorgeous caban-
as, enjoy special salon treatments —
which have to be booked in advance
— or just chill out to some tunes. Local
businesses Gallery 16 Salon and Beau-
ty Bar Erie will be in the space to treat
you, so be sure to stop by and see what
they plan to offer. Onstage, attendees
can check out informative demon-
strations from Massage Envy and the
European Wax Center throughout the
day.

Need a breather? Pause from your
pampering to participate in seminars
which will range from a talk by the
Frugal Fashionista Valerie Weaver,
who will present tips on looking great
and sticking to a budget, and a discus-

sion of home decor techniques with
JoAnne Lenart-Weary. Have a pen-
chant for all things literary? Check
out National Reader’s Choice Award
winner Holly Jacobs, USA Today Best-
selling novelist Gayle Callen, and local
scribe Chuck Pora.

Have a blast shopping, sipping—yup,
there will be wine available—and cel-
ebrating all things traditionally femi-
nine and fun at this year's For Women
Only Expo. Just remember your com-
fortable shoes — and a sense of hu-
mor. — Miriam Lamey

10 a.m. and 11 a.m. October 28 and
28 // Bayfront Convention Center //
1Sassafras Pier // 814-790-5079 //
eriepromotions.com

Guys and Dolls a Safe Bet

he Theatre Program at Mercy-

hurst University is mounting their
second offering of the fall season
with their upcoming production of
the world renowned musical comedy,
Guys and Dolls.

Brett Johnson is the director of the
Mercyhurst Theatre Program and the
Mercyhurst Institute for Arts & Cul-
ture, as well as the director of Guys
and Dolls. Johnson explained how the

program pushes for great literature
within the productions that are cho-
sen. To Johnson, Guys and Dolls “is the
perfect collaborative project for the-
atre, dance and music because of the
large cast, extensive use of dance, and
intricacies of Frank Loesser’s immor-
tal score. It provides opportunities for
students in each department to show-
case their strengths while also learn-
ing from each other.”

Guys and Dolls, according to John-
son, “is about rolling the dice and fall-
ing in love under the bright lights of
Broadway.” Illicit gambler Nathan De-
troit is in search of money so that he
can afford a venue for his gaming en-
terprise. He seeks out the adventurous
Sky Masterson and confidently bets
him that he can't take the pious Sarah
Brown of the Save-a-Soul-Mission out
on a date. However, the players quickly
come to discover that the game of ro-
mance is nothing if not unpredictable.

Mark your calendars and come out
for a night full of “‘gamblers, gangsters,
and sassy showgirls”. — Maddie He-
pler

Nov.2-4at7:30 p.m., Nov.5at 2 p.m. //
Mary D'Angelo Performing Arts Center,
501 East 38th Street // (814) 824-3000
// $15 for adults, $10 for seniors/
students, $5 with Mercyhurst ID // miac.
mercyhurst.edu/

The V Band
Oct.25 & Nov.8 —6to 9 p.m.

Maxi's Restaurant at Bel
Aire Clarion Hotel, 2800
W. 8th St. jazzerie.com.

MVP

Oct.26 & Nov.2 —
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Dickey's Barbecue Pit, 3716
Liberty St. jazzerie.com.

Dave VanAmburg
& The Acoustics

Oct.27 — 6 p.m.to 9 p.m.
Maxi’s Restaurant, Bel

Aire Clarion Hotel, 2800

W. 8th St. jazzerie.com.
Sam Hyman
Oct.27—6to9 p.m.

The Cork 1794,17 W. Main
St. cork1794.com.
Halloween Hootenanny
Oct.27—8p.m.to2a.m.
Darcy’s Pub & Grub, 3746
West 12th St. facebook.com.
Man's Room Band
Oct.27—9 p.m.

Presque Isle Downs,

8199 Perry Hwy.
presqueisledowns.com.
Chickstock IV

Oct.27 —10 p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

Next2Rock
Showcase two
Oct.27 —10 p.m.to2a.m.

Sherlocks, 508 State
St. facebook.com.

Insane Clown Posse
“The Great Milenko”
20 Year Tour

Oct.28 — 6 p.m.

Basement Transmissions, 145
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

All That Jazz

Oct.28 — 8 to 10 p.m.

Warner Theatre, 811
State St. eriephil.org

Whiskey Road
Oct.28 —9 p.m.

Presque Isle Downs,
8199 Perry Hwy.
presqueisledowns.com.

KRC Halloween
Party w/ Mister F &
Mosaic Foundation
Oct.28 —9p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

Halloween Ball
Oct.28 —9 p.m.to2a.m.

McCoy's Barrelhouse
and Grill, 1013 State

St. facebook.com.

Kevlar
Oct.28 —10 p.m.to2a.m.

Sherlocks, 508 State
St. facebook.com.

Dock Boys
Oct.29—1p.m.to 4 p.m.

Arundel Cellars & Brewing
Co., 11727 E. Main Rd.
arundelcellars.com.

Gabriel Alegria and the
Afro-Peruvian Sextet

Oct.29—3to5p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. afroperuviansextet.com.

Mercyhurst Civic
Orchestra: A Visit

to Eastern Europe
Oct.29 — 4 p.m.

Walker Recital Hall, 501 E.

38th St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Dave VanAmburg

& Friends
Nov.1,3—6p.m.to9 p.m.
Maxi's Restaurant, Bel

Aire Clarion Hotel, 2800
W. 8th St. jazzerie.com.

Music Takes
Action Benefit

Nov.1—6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Concourse of Union Station,
121 W. 14th St. eriephil.org

Music Takes

Action Benefit
Nov.3— noontolp.m.

WQLN Radio, 8425
Peach St. eriephil.org

Oogee Wawa
Nov.3—10 p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

Zarathustra Speaks
Nov.4—8p.m.

Warner Theatre, 811
State St. eriephil.org

Vibe & Direct
Nov.4—10p.m.tola.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921

Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

Scream Blue Murder,
Altered Perceptions,
& Unwill

Nov.7—6 p.m.

Basement Transmissions, 145
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

An Evening of Classic
Lily Tomlin
Nov.7—7:30 p.m.

Mary D'’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St.
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

DANCE

Creative Dance
Residency

Oct.27 & Nov.3 —
12:30 t0 1:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

FOOD & DRINK

Harvest Celebration
Weekend 1

Nov.3—noon to 6 p.m. &
Nov.4—10a.m.to 6 p.m. &
Nov.5—10a.m.to5p.m.

Arrowhead Wine Cellars,
12073 E. Main Rd.
arrowheadwine.com.

Knights of Columbus
Pancake Breakfast
Nov.5—8:30a.m.tolp.m.

Saint Andrew Church, 1116 W.
7th St. saintandrewerie.com.

Pork & Sauerkraut
Dinner
Nov.5—11:30to 4 p.m.

St. Boniface Church
Hall, 9363 Wattsburg Rd.
stbonifaceparisherie.org.

FILM

Aircraft Carriers

Ongoing—11a.m. &
2p.m.&5p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
biggreenscreen.com.
Prehistoric Planet
Ongoing —noon & 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental

Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
biggreenscreen.com.

Flight of the Butterflies
Ongoing —1p.m. & 4 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental

Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
biggreenscreen.com.

Texas Chainsaw
Massacre 2 (1986)

Oct.27—8t0 10 p.m.
&l1llp.m.tola.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424 W.
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

Hocus Pocus
Oct.28 —2p.m.to 4 p.m.

H.O. Hirt Auditorium in the
Blasco Memorial Library, 160
East Front St. erielibrary.org.

Anime Night:
Ghost Stories
Oct.28 — 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424 W.
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer's Stone
Oct.29 —1:30to 4 p.m.

H.O. Hirt Auditorium in the
Blasco Memorial Library, 160
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

ISUAL ARTS

Left to Their
Own Devices

Ongoing through Oct. 31
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First Annual Garlic Fest at Alkeme

October 25 - 31
Just in time for vampire slaying season.

Now open for Sunday Brunch
Every Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Find us on

Monday |8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

New Hours!

Tuesday - Friday |8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Saturday |11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Sunday |11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

18 North Park Row Erie, PA ¢ (814) 616-8578 * alkemecafe.com

October 25, 2017

subscribe for email offers, visit www.countryfairstores.com
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814.868.4227

DICKEY S

BARBECUE PIT

(Every Tuesday during the school year)
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TUESDAY BEER SPECIAL:
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FERMENTATION MADE EASY
with reCAP Mason Jars

SAUERKRAUT « PICKLES « SALSA « GIARDINIERA » KIMCHI & MORE

FERMENT YOUR FAVORITES WITH THE RECAP LINE OF PRODUCTS:

I K

For the newbie: For the reCAP fan: For the entertainer:
Fermentation Starter Kit Waterless Airlock 3 Pack Art of Apertivo Gift Set

| MASON JARS
[DTY _KIT
R

For multiple batches:
Fermentation DIY Kit
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Nataral Foods & Caké
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50% OFF

1/2 Ib COFFEE

1

I With purchase of any I
11b whole bean coffee.
Now offering over 50

I different varieties! I

Premium Coffee
1220 West 38th Street.
Call 814.315.7182 or visit

I www.premiumcoffeeerie.com
Valid till 11/08/2017

o™

SAMURAI
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Kitchen+ Sushv

LOCALLY OWNED

APPETIZER HAPPY HOUR

Mon-Thurs, 4 to 6 PM
1/2 Off select apps
with any entree purchase

samuraisushierie.com

(814) 833-0293

2767 W. 12th St.
Erie, PA 16505
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Friday, Nov. 3

Hie and Hurry to Tom,
Dick and Harry

loving and worthy couple have

decided to adopt a baby. The soon-
to-be father's two brothers decide to
help pitch in and make the adoption
agency's home visit the very best
it could be. What could possibly go
wrong?

With the father-son playwright
team of Ray and Michael Cooney at
the helm, plenty — but at least it's all
high hilarity for the audiences who
come to see Tom, Dick and Harry at
the All An Act Theater. Starting No-
vember 3, this side-splitting farce will
run throughout the rest of the month,
with a very special November 25 per-
formance where all the admission fees

go toward the Community Shelter
Service’s Children's Christmas Drive.
Comedic genius and the opportunity
to help those less fortunate? That's a
winning combination.

Speaking of winning combinations,
David W. Mitchell, the co-owner and
artistic director of AAA, as well as
the director for Tom, Dick and Harry,
thought it was time for the company
to stage another Cooney play.

“They are hilarious fun for both
the audience and the actors,” he said.
Quick, lively motion on-stage, coupled
with the utter “ridiculousness of the
situation” as Dick and Harry attempt
to help out their brother Tom (while
simultaneously keeping their own foi-
bles under wraps), contribute to the
“physically exhausting” nature of the
play, “because of the break-neck speed
and physical comedy bits required to
make them work.”

Mitchell cited slamming doors, a
cadaver's body parts and a duo of
non-English speaking Croatians as
some of the comedic highlights of
Tom, Dick and Harry, but as always,
it is the chemistry and joy of the cast
and crew at work that make each
performance worth catching. — Cara
Suppa

7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 3 p.m.
Sundays // 652 West 17th Street // $12
Adults, $10 Seniors (55+), $10 Students //
allanact.net

Friday, Nov. 3

Take a Chance on
HEISENBERG

S

Any romantic encounter where one
party does not discover the other
by swiping right seems to have a hint
of the mysterious and the serendipi-
tous. And so the two main characters
of HEISENBERG come together, not
through Tinder, but through literal
impact with one another. Curious as
to how and why the duo enter each
other’s lives? Then come to the Simon
Stephens play at Erie's Dramashop
starting on Friday, November 3 and
running Friday and Saturday eve-
nings through November 18.

Also having penned the Tony-award
winning epistle The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night, Stephens pre-

sented HEISENBERG, a two-person
play originally performed Off-Broad-
way. The plot is simple but extreme-
ly compelling. Set in a busy London
train station, Georgie — played at Dra-
mashop by Jessica Annunziata — no-
tices Alex (Shawn Clerkin) and kisses
him, randomly, on the neck. The play
then tracks what happens next, and
the adventure upon which the duo
embark.

Dramashop artistic director Zach
Flock says that Stephens, a “powerful
contemporary author,” has created
a play that is “really intriguing [and]
well-written. It will captivate audi-
ences.” The theater made a bold deci-
sion to put on such an intimate play,
which was performed on Broadway
to a 200-seat audience, positioned on-
stage and close to actors Mary-Louise
Parker and Denis Arndt. “Few theatres
in town can get away with doing a
two-person show, because the conven-
tional wisdom in community theatre
is the larger the cast, the bigger the
audience,” Flock added. Not so, in the
case of Dramashop nor the play itself.

So go ahead, immerse yourself in
the story of Georgie and Alex this No-
vember and see how an accidental en-
counter can play out..with no swiping
at all in sight. — Miriam Lamey

November 3,4, 10,17, 18 at 8 p.m. //
Dramashop, 1001 State Street, 2nd floor
// 814-315-3348 // dramashop.org

Bruce Gallery in Doucette
Hall, 215 Meadville St.
brucegallery.info.

Making the Ordinary
Extraordinary
Ongoing through Nov.12

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Arab Spring/ Unfinished
Journeys, works by
Helen Zughaib

Ongoing through Nov. 12
Doane Hall of Art at

Allegheny College, 520 N.
Main St. allegheny.edu.

Michael Camp,
Recent Paintings

& Erie Clayspace
Artist Association
Members Show
Ongoing through Nov. 14
Glass Growers

Gallery, 10 E. 5th St.
glassgrowersgallery.com.

Tin Plated Dreams:
Sculptures by
William Brady, Jr.

Ongoing through Jan. 7,2018
Erie Art Museum, 411 State

St. erieartmuseum.org.
Ancient Ink:

Mark Perrott

Ongoing through Jan. 28,2018

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Tattoosday

Ongoing through Jan. 28,2018
Erie Art Museum, 411 State

St. erieartmuseum.org.

Arts, Ales & Animals
Oct.26 —7to9 p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State

St. erieartmuseum.org.

Live Virtual Art and
Gallery Night! With
Artlore Studio Part II
Oct.26 —7to10 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424 W.
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

Mark Weber: Animals
Oct. 27 through Feb.11, 2018

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Dark Arts Fest 2017
Oct.27 —6 p.m.to11 p.m.

Basement Transmissions, 145
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Juried Photography
Exhibit

Oct. 30 through Dec.

15 (Reception Nov.
2—5to7p.m.

Mercyhurst University
Cummings Gallery, 501 E. 38th
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Use Your Illusion
Nov. 8 through Nov. 30
Bruce Gallery in Doucette

Hall, 215 Meadville St.
brucegallery.info.

THEATER

Enjoy It Now, Your
Children Will Survive
Oct.25—noon

Station Dinner

Theatre, 4940 Peach St.
canterburyfeast.com.

Disney Live! Mickey
and Minnie's
Doorway to Magic
Oct.26 —3p.m. &6 p.m.

Warner Theatre, 811 State
St. erieevents.com.

Mamma Mia

Oct.26,27,28 & Nov.1,2,3,
4,9,10,11,16,17,18 — 7:30
p-m. & Oct.29 & Nov.
5,12,18,19 —2 p.m.

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th
St. erie playhouse.org.

The Rocky Horror Show:
The Last Floor Show

Oct.27,28 —8p.m. &
Oct.28 —midnight &
Oct.29 —2p.m.

PACA, 1505 State St.
pacalso5.com.

A Canterbury Feast

Oct.27 & Nov. 3,10,17 —
7 p-m.& Oct. 28 & Nov.
4,11,18—5:30 p.m. &
Nov. 5,12 —2:30 p.m.
Station Dinner
Theatre, 4940 Peach St.
canterburyfeast.com.

Guys and Dolls

Nov.2,3,4—7:30 p.m.
& Nov.5 —2p.m.

Mary D'’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St.
miac.mercyhurst.edu

Heisenberg
Nov.3,410,11,17,18 —8 p.m.

Dramashop, 1001 State
St. dramashop.org.

Tom, Dick, & Harry
Now. 3,4,10,11,17,18,25 —
7:30 to 10 p.m. & Nov. 5,12,
19,26 — 3 t0 5:30 p.m.

All An Act Theatre
Productions, 652 W.

17th St. allanact.net.

An Evening of Classic
Lily Tomlin
Nov.7—7:30 p.m.

Mary D'’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St.
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

COMMUNITY

2017 Season Sissons
Pumpkin Patch
Ongoing through Oct. 29

Sissons Pumpkin Patch,
1244 Springfield Rd.
sissonspumpkinpatch.com.

ZooBoo

Ongoing through Oct.
30—6to9p.m.

Erie Zoo, 423 W. 38th
St. eriezoo.org.

Fall Harvest Festival
Ongoing through Oct. 31

Port Farms, 2055 Stone
Quarry Rd. portfarms.com.

Fishing Rod Loaner
Program

Ongoing through Oct.
31—10a.m.to 6 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Amish Country Tour

Oct.25— 6:30a.m.
to 7:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Tai Chi

Oct. 25,30 & Nov. 1, 6,
8 —9:30to10:15a.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Tiny Trees Yoga

Oct.25 & Nov. 1,15, 22,
29 —10 t010:45 a.m.

LEAF Education Center,

1501 W. 6th St. leaferie.org.

Employment for
the Older Adult

Oct. 25 —10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Graduate Programs
Information Session

Oct.25—6t0 7:30 p.m.

Penn State Behrend, 4701
College Dr. behrend.psu.edu.

Erie Mayoral
Candidate Debate
Oct.25—7t08:30 p.m.

East Middle School, 1001
Atkins St. facebook.com.

Adult Art Classes

Oct.25—7to9 p.m.

LEAF Education Center,
1501 W. 6th St. leaferie.org.

Haunted History Tours

Oct.25 & Nov.1— 7:30 p.m.
& Oct.27 —7 & 9:30 p.m.

The Brewerie at Union
Station, 123 W. 14th
St. brewerie.com.

Preacher Lawson

Oct.26 — 7 p.m. & Oct. 27,
28 — 6:45 p.m. & 9:30 p.m.

Jr's Last Laugh, 1402 State
St. jrslastlaugh.com.

Paint & Rock
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Saturday, Nov. 4

Orchestral Odyssey Plumbs
the Depths of the Warner

Predicated on the rumble of an or-
gan and a thunder-boom of bass,
German Romantic composer Richard
Strauss’ “Also sprach Zarathustra” is
one of the most famous and easily
recognizable tone poems ever created.

Not ringing a bell yet? Just think
about that big, unforgettable, icon-
ic refrain from Stanley Kubrick's
Earth-shaking film 2001: A Space Od-
yssey (if you've seen it, youll know
what we mean).

Got it now? Good. Sticks in your
head, doesn' it?

With that, you have a little taste of
what the Erie Philharmonic is bring-
ing to the illustrious Warner Theatre's
stage as it continues its journey into
the heart of its 2017-18 season.

And the Phils presentation of
“Zarathustra” — Strauss’ sonic inter-
pretation of one of German philos-

opher Friedrich Nietzsche's most fa-
mous works — won't be the only lofty
work on display that night.

That performance will close the
event. It'll be an evening full of mu-
sical drama leading up to that finish,
opening with Estonian Arvo Part’s
“Fratres” — “a striking example,” ac-
cording to the Phil, “of how rich and
spiritual music can evolve out of hum-
ble ingredients.”

There will also be the Erie Phil de-
but of cellist Narek Hakhnazaryan,
a Tchaikovsky Competition winner
who will present Shostakovitch's on-
fire Cello Concerto No. 1.

Stellar work, Erie Philharmonic.

— Ryan Smith

8to 10 p.m. // 811 State St. // $20-$52 //
eriephil.org/calendar or 455-1375

Saturday, Nov. 4

TEDxErie presents
“Bridges Over Barriers”

hen encountering barriers, build
a bridge.

That's the theme of the upcoming
TEDxErie event (TED = Technology,
Entertainment and Design), where
several speakers will discuss how
they've overcome barriers in their
lives and how others can do the same.

The event kicks off at 1 p.m. and,
after an intermission, lasts into the
evening. TEDxErie lead curator Jon-
athan D'Silva says some are initially
surprised by this, but he encourages
everyone to attend the conference in
its entirety.

“Don't attend with the idea that
you are only interested in one or two
speakers. Instead come with an open
mind and listen to what everyone has
to say,” D'Silva said. “TED is based on
the concept of Ideas Worth Sharing,’
and you miss the point if you only
stay for the things you might be inter-
ested in."

“Bridges Over Barriers” will feature
a mix of experts and community
members. Speakers include McDowell
chemistry teacher Jacob Tobolewski,
who will speak about “investing in
one’s self,” and Iron Empire Clothing's
RJ Messenger, who says he’s “in the
business of changing lives,” among
others.

The audience will see performances
from Leeanna Golembewski, Cee Wil-
liams and Cult Classics. Dietrich We-
gner, the Erie Arts and Culture Artist
Commission Stage Design winner, will
feature his interpretation of Bridges
over Barriers.

“If you have seen any TED or TEDx

talks, then you need to come and see
how they come together,” D'Silva said.

Tickets can be purchased online or
at the door.

If unable attend the Now. 4th event,
DSilva invites the community to
check out the more informal, monthly
TEDxErieSalon events, held the last
Wednesday of every month — ex-
cept December — typically at 6 p.m.
at Calamari’s Squid Row. These free
programs highlight a local organiza-
tion and include open discussion after
guests watch a few TED talks. —Tracy
Geibel

1p.m. // McDowell Intermediate High
School Little Theater, 3320 Caughey Rd.
// $20 general admission // tedxerie.com

Sunday, Nov. 5

Singing the Praises of
Harry T. Burleigh

efore The Voice and American Idol,
television and even radio, Harry
Thacker Burleigh was winning over
much tougher crowds. He sung where

Halloween Theme
Oct.26 —8t010:30 p.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921

Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

Nature Tots: All

Around Me, I See
Oct. 26,30 & Nov. 2,
6—9tol10a.m.

Asbury Woods Nature
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd.
asburywoods.org.

The Nonviolent Journey
Oct.26 —9:30 a.m.

Diebold Center for the
Performing Arts, 217
Meadoville St. events.
edinboro.edu.

Weight Lifting/
Cardio Fitness Class

Oct.26 & Nov.2,9 —9:30 a.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Mystery and Fiction
Book Sale
Oct.26—11a.m.to8p.m. &
Oct.27—9a.m.to5p.m. &
Oct.28 —9a.m.to3p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Preschool Nature
Discovery: Trail Mix

Oct. 26,30 & Nov. 2,6
—10:30 to11:30 a.m.

Asbury Woods Nature
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd.
asburywoods.org.

Resilience Among
Children

Oct.26 —1to2 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

New Horizons Music
Project - Strings and Folk
Oct. 26 & Nov.2 — 4 to 6 p.m.
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach

St. lifeworkserie.org.

Nordic Walking

Oct. 26 —4:30 t0 5:30 p.m.

Asbury Woods Nature
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd.
asburywoods.org.

Erie County Executive
Candidate Debate
Oct.26 —7to 8 p.m.

East Middle School, 1001
Atkins St. facebook.com.
Tai Chi

Oct.27 & Nov.3—

9:30 to10:15 a.m.

Regency at South Shore,
322 Washington Pl
lifeworkserie.org.

Kooky Spooky
Halloween Party
Oct.27,28 —6 p.m.to 9 p.m.

Erie Children’s
Museum, 420 French St.
eriechildrensmuseum.org.

Candlelight Ghost Walks
Oct. 27,28 — 8 p.m.

Dobbins Landing, 1 State St.
candlelightghostwalks.com.

For Women Only Expo

Oct.28 —10 a.m. & Oct.
29 —1la.m.to 4 p.m.

Bayfront Convention
Center, 1 Sassafras Pier.
erieevents.com.

Idea Lab Grand Opening
Oct.28 —10tolla.m.

Blasco Memorial Library, 160
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.
Walk Before You Talk
Oct.28 —10to1l:15a.m.

McBride Viaduct, 1201 E.
Ave. facebook.com.

Peek a Boo Pumpkins Halloween Party

Oct.28 —10 a.m. to noon Oct. 28 — 8 p.m. to midnight

LEAF Education Center, Erie Maennerchor

1501 W. 6th St. leaferie.org. Club, 1607 State St.
eriemaennerchorclub.com.

TREC or Treat

Oct.28 —10a.m.to2 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

2017 Fall Craft Show
Oct. 28,29 —10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Zem Zem Shrine
Club, 2525 W. 38th St.
erieguildofcraftsmen.com.

Little Mates Halloween
Spooktacular
Oct.28 —11a.m.to1lp.m.

Erie Maritime Museum, 150 E.
Front St. flagshipniagara.org.

unBOOlievable Trick-
or-Treat Event

Oct.28 —noon to 3 p.m.
Gabe's, 7200 Peach

St. mygabes.com.

Erie Otters vs.
Guelph Storm
Oct.28 — 7 p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Erie Otters vs.
Sudbury Wolves
Oct.29 —5p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

2017 Fall for Arts &
Culture Appreciation
Awards

Oct.30 —6t010 p.m.

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th
St. erieartsandculture.org.

Union Station Haunted
History Tour
Oct.30 —6t07:30 p.m.

The Brewerie at Union
Station, 123 W. 14th St.
lifeworkserie.org.

Fit for Life Fitness Class

Oct.31& Nov.7—
9:30t010:15 a.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Microsoft Word
Essentials

Oct.31& Nov.7—
10:30 a.m. to noon

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

DiscoverE - Bugs
Nov.1—10:30 to11:30 a.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Erie Otters vs.
Kitchener Rangers
Nov.1—10:30 a.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Find Your Sequel
Nov.1—12:30t01:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Music Takes Action

Nov.1—6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Concourse of Union
Station, 121 W. 14th St.
Jjuniorleagueoferie.com.

An Introduction to
Medicinal Herbs

Nov.2—1to2p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.
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: Let us cater your next
| ﬁo&daé; pavdy

West Erie
3201 Greengarden Blvd.
(814) 864-5322

Save $0.25 per person when you
order a full catering menu. View
our full menus with pricing &
descriptions at www.tderie.com.
Full catering menu starts as low
as'$5.50 per person.

East Erie
810 East 38th St.
(814) 459-1145

PRIZES

1** PLACE
$250 CASH
Plus $60 in
downtown gift
certificates

PLYIOUTH

COSTUME CONTW!'

2" PLACE
$50 CASH
Plus $40 in

downtown gift
certificates
& Plymouth
prize pack

3" PLACE

Plymouth
prize pack

814.453.6454
1109 State St.

00
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VERYTHING‘ ._

DONATOS@

Every piece is important.

WE'RE CELEBRATING OUR ANNIVERSARY
AT YOUR PLACE!
$10 FOR ANY LARGE 14” 1 TOPPING PIZZA WHEN YOU GET IT DELIVERED

* ok Kk

USE PROMO CODE 983 | OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/17
ORDER AT DONATOS.COM » WE DELIVER
15358 8 T H-SuEmUIN'IJemdl. * ERIE % 814.722.5900

{.J .r" g
.4-L ,,..a-t» A

- HATS

- T-SHIRTS

- TANK TOPS
WIJRK SHIRTS

2 25%

"'www mevskfwmﬁmu
Pub Hours: Mon-Tues: 5-10 - Wed-Fri: 4-12 - Sat: 2-12 - Sun: 11-4

THE[C- 0SS

wa&JD%wg

ORIGINAL MUSIC
BIBLE TEACHING
AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY

JOIN US
FOR SUNDAY
WORSHIP

Basement Transmissions
145 West 11th Street

TheC .
Corner of Sassafras and 11th WWW.INELT0sS.co

f /TheCrossErie
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CALENDAR

no African-American had sung before,
in white churches and synagogues.
His compositions, drawn from the
days of slavery, set souls free.

Born December 2, 1866 in Erie,
Burleigh displayed an early gift for
music, which was cultivated by his
mother and mother’s employer, Eliza-
beth Russell. Russell utilized Burleigh
as a doorman at the musicales she
hosted at her home (musicales = so-
cial gathering centered around a mu-
sical program, not musical theater),
where he was exposed to some of the
best singers of the day. From there, he
built his reputation in local church-
es and synagogues, demonstrating a
rich baritone as he matured. In 1892,
he moved on to New York City, where
he studied at the National Conserva-
tory of Music under the Czech com-
poser Antonin Dvorak. Burleigh was
a tremendous inspiration to Dvorak,
who incorporated elements of Afri-
can-American spirituals and planta-
tion songs into his compositions and
encouraged Burleigh to do the same.

Burleigh did exactly that, gaining re-
nown as a prolific composer of vocal
works, with an estimated output of
200-300 songs, most notably song cy-
cle Five Songs of Laurence Hope (1915)
and “Deep River” (1917). The latter was
probably his greatest hit, spawning
numerous arrangements and prepara-
tions for various settings. As the pop-
ularity of such songs increased, it be-
came customary to end concerts with
a set of spirituals. Burleigh himself
participated in this tradition many
times during his 50 years as soloist at
St. George Episcopal Church in New
York, where he went from unwanted
in 1894 (because racism) to beloved in
1949 (thousands attended his funeral
there).

Burleigh's contributions to the
American songbook are enduring
(indeed, he was a charter member of
the American Society of Composers,
Authors, and Publishers or ASCAP, a
prevalent musician's rights and royal-
ties organization), but Episcopalians
hold him in especially high regard —

he has his own feast day, celebrated
September 11. If you missed the party,
fear not — redemption is yours for
the taking as St. Paul's Episcopal Ca-
thedral presents “Choral Evensong
and Burleigh Spirituals.” After the per-
formance, you can buy the Cathedral
Choir's Burleigh CD (Hold On! Keep
Your Hand On the Plow!), enjoy wine
and hors d' oeuvres, and bid on the art
of sculptor Jon Chisolm.

Come join the praise of an Erie and
American songwriting legend, regard-
less of your denomination. — Matt
Swanseger

Doors 3 p.m., performance 4 p.m. // 134
W. 7th // Free // 452-3779

Monday, Nov. 6th

Tabla For Two at
Mercyhurst University

Erie is known for many things, in-
cluding its diversity — but that
may be the biggest thing that's seem-
ingly missing from our local music
scene. This November, a very diverse
group will be performing as part of
the Roche Guest Artist Series at Mer-
cyhurst University's Walker Recital
Hall. Comprised of Afghan refugee
Masood Omari and Erie native Abi-
gail Adams Greenway, Tabla For Two
will be performing a number of clas-
sic rhythms and Bollywood themes
alongside professional Russian danc-
er and performer Sofya Sovkina.
Their reputation precedes theme; just

ask Lael Mohib, the wife of Afghan
Ambassador Hamdullah Mohib.

‘Abigail and Masood are an out-
standing duo,” says Mohib. “Masood
is a renowned contemporary master
of the tabla, and Abigail plays the
harmonium with ease and mastery.
The beauty and rhythm of their mu-
sic is further energized by the sheer
enthusiasm and passion that comes
through in their performance—you
can tell they truly enjoy playing the
music, and that enjoyment permeates
to the listener.”

For those first being introduced to
the concept, the tabla is a South Asian
percussive instrument not unlike a
pair of bongos, consisting of both a
Baya (bass) and Daya (treble) drum.
Masood Omari is a particularly spe-
cial player as he is one of the only
musicians in the world to sing as he
plays the unique instrument. Green-
way herself was originally a visual
artist with no musical background
aside from her obvious love for cul-
ture and arts. She began to study the
tabla with Omari, and since their pair-
ing, they have been fortunate enough
to play such impressive venues as
the Freer Gallery at the Smithsonian
Museum and even the Embassy of Af-
ghanistan. For those invested in Erie’s
diversity and affinity for local culture
and arts, Tabla For Two's upcoming
concert is one event not to be missed.
— Aaron Mook

8 p.m. // 501 East 38th State Street //
Tickets start at $10 // eriephil.org

Tuesday, Nov. 7

Screams from Overseas at BT

Heel Heat Productions is hosting
another metal night at Basement
Transmissions, this time bringing in
Scream Blue Murder all the way from
the United Kingdom.

Erie and Basement Transmissions
have welcomed countless acts from
across the country, but booking bands
from overseas is a bit rarer of a feat.
Scream Blue Murder, however, should

feel right at home with their style of
metalcore — one that's extremely
popular in the US right now. Their
2016 album Hollow Stories is full of
catchy choruses in songs like “Restart,
Rewind, Reset” and the quasi-party
anthem “Let's Do Coke..Ill Have a
Diet,” with enough heavy mosh riffs in
tunes such as “Personal Message (F***
Off)” to keep you excited throughout
their set.

Far from local, but not nearly as
far-journeyed as Scream Blue Mur-
der, comes Altered Perceptions from
Illinois. Altered Perceptions plays a
much darker and heavier style of met-
al on their album From Rise to Ruins.
But while more extreme metal fans
might enjoy the creepy melodies ac-
companied by bone-crushing guitars,
the album seems to blend together
with no songs really standing out
from the rest.

Closer yet is Unwill, from Rochester,
NY. The band shows their sense of di-
versity in their debut release Past Life,
blending both melody and aggression
for a more well-rounded sound, espe-
cially in the songs “Tomb" and “Drift-
ing".

Finally, the local opening bands on
the bill are Design the Void (Kane, Pa.),
Familiar Dark, and Raven's Law, both
from Erie. Each band on the bill brings
their own distinct style of metal to the
stage, assuring that you and your ears
will not get bored. So come out to have
a good time and support the touring
and local bands. — Tommy Shannon

6 p.m. // 145 W. 11th // $10 advance, $13
doors

Rex Havens

Nov.2—7p.m. & Nov. 3,

4—6:45 p.m. & 9:30 p.m. Fire Cider

French St. erieevents.com.

asburywoods.org.

ADayinthelLifeofa

Jr's Last Laugh, 1402
State St. https://www.
jrslastlaugh.com.

Erie and The New
Localism

Nov.2—7:30to 9 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society,
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Erie Otters vs.
Oshawa Generals
Nov.3—7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809

Nov. 4 —10 a.m. to noon

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Bingo Palooza
Nov.4—1p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Children's
Cornucopia Craft
Nov. 4 —1to02:30 p.m.

Asbury Woods Nature
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd.

Lighthouse Keeper
Nov.4—1to 3 p.m.

Presque Isle Lighthouse
at Presque Isle State
Park, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Wurst Party Ever
Nov.4—5to9 p.m.
Peek'n Peak Resort, 1405
Olde Rd. pknpk.com.

Erie Otters vs.
Windsor Spitfires
Nov.4—7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Trauma and College

the Rise of Cities
Nov.6—7:30to 9 p.m.

Jefferson Educational Society,

History Documentary
Community Meeting
Nov.8 —7p.m.

Drop-Out Rates
Nov.6 —1to2p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Presque Isle

History Series

Nov. 6,20 —6to 7 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental

Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Erie. Youre Welcome:
Global Disruption and

3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Antibiotic Resistant
Bacteria

Nov. 8 —12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

We Can Do It! WWII:
Traveling Exhibit

Nov. 8 —12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Historical Society of
Erie County, 356 W. 6th
St. lifeworkserie.org.

PA Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Home, 560 E. 3rd St.
dmva.pa.gov.

Linking the Founding
Fathers to Issues

of Today: Focus on
Alexander Hamilton
and James Madison
Nov.8 —7:30t09 p.m.

Jefferson Educational Society,

3207 State St. jeserie.org.
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Erie County Public Library Opens Idea Lab to Public

New collaborative space offers community members education, opportunity, and advancement

SATURDAY, OCT. 28

Pew Research Study done

in the fall of 2016 revealed
that, within that past year, mil-
lennials were more likely to have
visited a public library than any
other adult age group. With that
said, there is a large push in Erie
when it comes to educational
programs aimed toward all age
groups. With the role of libraries
evolving, The Erie County Public
Library realizes this necessity
when it comes to educational
opportunities, and on October
28, The Blasco Library will host
the grand opening of their brand
new Idea Lab.

Erin Wincek, Library Direc-
tor explained that “the Blasco
Master Plan took a hard look at
our main location’s strengths
and weaknesses in a series of
forums, surveys, and conver-

sations.” She continued that
“the result called for a bold, hu-
man-centered redesign, includ-
ing more spaces for community
connections to develop. The
plan also recommends the ad-
dition of interactive spaces for
all ages with hands-on learning
opportunities, outdoor spaces
which give everyone in our com-
munity access to the waterfront,
and most notably, it included
the addition of the Idea Lab.”
Wincek moved to Erie in 2015
to become the Blasco Library
Coordinator, where she now
oversees the facility — the
main branch of the county's six
sites. In her time as coordinator,
Wincek has hired the first Teen
Services Librarian, reduced bar-
riers when it comes to gaining
access to borrowing films and
newly released books, and has

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

With an array of 3D printers [top],
along with newly designed spaces
[bottom], the Blasco Memorial
Library is ready to open their new
Idea Lab to the public.

worked with her team to create
a five-year strategic plan to help
map out the future of these pro-
grams. Her predecessor, Mary
Rennie, was very active in her
role, continuously working to-
ward improvements and new
ideas to increase the education-
al potential and reach within
the community. Wincek noted
that Rennie was always looking
for ways to enhance lives while
strengthening the community.
She would refer to the spaces
that were dedicated to enrich-
ment and educational oppor-
tunities as “idea labs,” and the
name stuck.

The Idea Lab focuses on creat-
ing an environment that invites
learning, new ideas, and inspira-
tion. It also focuses on the de-
velopment of small businesses
and workforce cooperation with
local agencies in the communi-
ty. Wincek said that if you have
never attended college, or you
feel as though you have a lack
of social connections within the
community, the path to your ca-
reer or to your field of interest
can be hard to maneuver. “While
Erie has tremendous resources

focused on entrepreneurs and
workforce development,” rea-
soned Wincek, “we've seen that
our patrons feel overwhelmed
by the options. Again and again
they come to the library seek-
ing direction, and it's our goal
to connect them to the right
resources and support them
at whatever point they're at on
their journey.”

With the intention of generat-
ing a collaborative and creative
environment, the ldea Lab is
open to everyone in the com-
munity, and will include a mak-
erspace, digital media studio,
community classroom, work-
space, and resources for small
business development. The use
of equipment in the makerspace
and digital media lab will be
available at no cost, but there
will be some fees for the use of
materials.

“The Idea Lab will give visitors
access to shared equipment
including 3D printers, 3D pens,
a large format printer, sewing
machines, a vinyl cutter, and
recording equipment,” said
Wincek. She also explained that,
starting on November 1, the lab
will begin offering classes, work-
shops, technology training, and
job-seeking training by partners
in the community and on staff.
The programs “will include Intro
to 3D Printing, Fiber Meetups,
Maker Monday, Bike Repair, GED
Prep, computer classes, and
more.” — Maddie Hepler

Grand opening 10 a.m.
Saturday, Idea Lab will be
open to the public Monday
// Raymond M. Blasco, M.

D. Memorial Library, 160 E
Front Street // (814) 451-6900
// erielibrary.org/idealab

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

34 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com

October 25, 2017



KRG BUS STOP

BISTRO

Kings Rook
sy

FEATURING MISTER F + MOSAIC

FOUNDATION DOWNSTAIRS LOZLZEZDA'HB"}'CSSGS

CONCERT COMPLEX & MORE!

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE )
OPEN THRUS-SAT

**EE‘H O

(TWO SETS) DOWN STAIRS
UPSTAIRS LOUNGE

9PM-2:30AM
TAKEOUT AVAILABLE

**NO COVER FOR MEMBERS
EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS**

FRI 10/27
(TWO SETS)DOWNSTAIRS CHICKSTOCK IV
UPSTAIRS LOUNGE FRI 11703
DOORS 8PM | MUSIC 10PM 00GEE WAWA

SAT 11/04

OPEN THURS-SAT @ 8PM (MEMBERS & GUESTS ONLY) VIBE & DIRECT
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 8PM-12AM FRI 11/17
FREE POOL, SHUFFLEBOARD, & GAMES ALWAYS! PEOPLE’SR?(‘EHE«% :[l;

1921 PEACH ST - FIND US ON FACEBOOK Ib + CHESTNUT GROVE

[DOWNSTAIRS]
NATASK
[UPSTAIRS]
SAT 11/18
LEC

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT @ 10PM! STOP IN &
SIGN UP BEFORE 10PM & FIRST DRINK ON US!
THIRSTY THURSDAY DRINK SPECIALS!

+ $2 WELLS & DOMESTICS

+ $3 CRAFTS 8PM-11PM / $3.50 LONG ISLANDS
+ $2 FIREBALL 9PM-10PM

MATTY B'S

VOTING
OPEN

OCT 27

BESTOF

iy

(W iwiE RlADER

Time to get some friends
together and take a
one-day pottery class!

ABC’s oF BUILDING BETTER LIVES

Come to a Thirsty Thursday
or a Saturday Give It a Spin.
(You won't regret it!)

Mary Lynn Rote, LPC, CADC | Sarah McGill, LPC
Charen Pasky, 'LCSW | Jillian Rhoades, LCSW
Rhonda Ramirez, LPC | Rob Giannamore, LPC

Ashley Gleason, LPC | Darcey Locke, LCSW

L Covel, LPC
Check out our webpage orraina Cove

. Counseling Services
for more details.

Individuals | Couples I Families | Depression
Addictions | Anxiety | Trauma | Yoga Instruction

4320 Dexter Ave. Erie, PA 16504
For more info on this business visit www.marylynnrote.com
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3% THE JEFFERSON EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY'S

NOVEMBER 2, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Erie and The New Localism
Bruce Katz, J.D.

Ay Erie
AU Insurance

NOVEMBER 8, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Linking Founding Fathers to Issues of the
Day: Focus on Alexander Hamilton and
James Madison
Jay Cost, Ph.D.

I8 NOVEMBER 9, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Understanding Trump: Washington Insiders
+ on the 45th President
Steve Scully, M.S., Philip Rucker, B.A.,

. Tara Palmeri, B.A. and Byron York, M.S.

wncns.1he Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St., Erie, PA 16546

NOVEMBER 10, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

An Evening with Historian Douglas Brinkley
Douglas Brinkley, Ph.D.

The Mary D'Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. Erie, PA 16546

MILLER FAMILY FOUNDATION

PNC

NOVEMBER 13, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.
The End of One Era, The Start of Another:
German-American Relations in the Age

of Trump

Jackson Janes, Ph.D.
The Mary D'Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. Erie, PA 16546

NOVEMBER 14, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.

Witness to History: Stories from Former While
House Chief of Staff Andrew Card )
Andrew Card, B.S. LIE[C

HEALTH

NOVEMBER 15, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.
Feeding the World in the 21st Century

Caitlin Welsh, M.PA. " e
L "ECGRA =

NOVEMBER 16, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M. m)

Biohacking: Is Do-It-Yourself Tech the

Future of Science? LIEICIOM

Ellen Jorgensen, Ph.D.
McGarvey Commons at Penn State Behrend, Reed Union Building,
4701 College Drive, Erie, PA 16510.

NOVEMBER 17, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.
The Pre-Something Period: America’s /

Leadership Challenge

Lt. General James Dubik, Ret., Ph.D.
The Thomas B. Hagen Dignitas Award recipient

The Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
at Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. Erie, PA 16546

HEALTH

For more information & to register visit www.JESErie.org or call us at 814.459.800
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A Night Full of Art Stars

Erie Art and Culture recognizes Erie's finest artistic achievements

NICK WARREN

MONDAY, OCT. 30

To celebrate the abundance of art and cultural ac-
complishments in our region, Erie Arts & Culture
is holding its annual Fall for Arts and Culture award
ceremony at the Erie Playhouse. The fete, now in its
third decade, will be held at the Erie Playhouse and a
reception to greet the recipients will follow next door

Recipients of last year's awards include [from left] Jude
Shingle, the George Junior Republic, Mark Tanenbaum, Ron
Bayuzick, and the Erie Playhouse.

at the 21 La Rue Dix event space.

The award categories cover a wide range of endeav-
ors, from organizational governance to individual
achievement. The Leadership Award, which recog-
nizes a business, government, organization, or foun-
dation whose support of arts and culture have had a
clear and positive effect on a community is being be-
stowed upon the Edinboro Art & Music Festival for its
15 years of success. The Corry Area Historical Society
captured the Applause Award this year for the work of
dedicated volunteers who revitalized the organization
when facing closure. Frank Ferko, who has a thirty-year
career as an artist and arts educator, is receiving The
Imagine Award which recognizes an educator, instruc-
tor, or individual artist whose efforts have made an
outstanding contribution to the enhancement of arts
and culture.

Dafna Rathouse Baier, artistic director of Dafmark
Dance Theater, will take home the Bruce Morton
Wright Artist of the Year Award. This distinguished
award recognizes an individual artist of any medium
who has had a significant impact on the arts and cul-

ture landscape and is an aid to or an inspiration to
others.

In addition this year, a Lifetime Achievement Award
will be presented to John Vanco, in honor of his 50
years of service as executive director of the Erie Art
Museum.

Amanda Brown Sissem, executive director of Erie
Arts & Culture, says, “This year's honorees reflect the
great work happening across Erie County. We're proud
to be able to shine a light on the talent and commit-
ment that makes this a vibrant region.”

Erie Arts & Culture will also announce two 2017 fel-
lowships winners. The fellowship program, established
in 2016, helps one emerging and one established artist
advance their work with cash awards.

Fittingly, EAC award honorees will collect a work by a
local artist to commemorate their achievements. This
year's winners will receive a painting by Dr. Geoffrey
Dunn, a local physician who also takes up the brush
and has exhibited locally.

In all, this is a night to hail the achievers who create
art for us to appreciate and confer upon the communi-
ty a bounty of treasure. — Mary Birdsong

6 p.m. // 13 W. 10th St. // $45 per person,
$30 for Erie Arts & Culture members //
452-3427 // erieartsandculture.org

[cont. from page17] ing the commu-
nity in discussion. While the communi-
ty discussion element is attractive for
those who feel that the community was
locked out of the planning process ini-
tially, the more measured call to action
- 50 to 100 homes — may not seem like
enough, or may seem like a continua-
tion of slower-than-necessary progress.

Both are big on education. Schember's
plan is to work with the superinten-
dent and Erie School Board to obtain
fair funding from the state, saying on
his website, “We need to join together
on common issues like property taxes
to expand the tax base and reduce the
burden on city residents.”

Of Persinger’s three-point platform,
education is first. “We must invest in ed-
ucation,” Persinger says on his website.
“If we don't’ have a good, quality, public
school system in Erie, then it is game
over.” As mayor, he says he, too, would
work with the superintendent and
School Board.

But the school system is a different
taxing body. What does investment look
like? How much control can either ex-
pect to have?

Like plans to address blight, details
and specifics are light. Nevertheless, a
call for better schools, improved educa-
tion, and more funding sound great to
voters. What the follow-through looks
like in a year or four (or twelve), howev-
er, is more critical.

I wrote the following for a piece I
drafted on the Erie County Executive
race. Although the races are different, I
believe it's worth considering here, too,
in the days leading up to election:

What will be of further interest is
what will happen between now and
Tuesday, Nov. 7. Additional debates and
forums will be held. Ads will saturate
the airwaves. And citizens will get their
first look at campaign finance reports.

In regards to the latter, out-of-county
money was injected into local elections
in 2016. Whether it's present again —how
much and where from - remains to be
seen but will be telling as to wheth-
er Erieites are the only ones who care
about the outcome of this election.

Ben Speggen can be contacted at
bSpeggen@ErieReader.com, and you can
follow him on Twitter at @BenSpeggen.

Choose Your Own SEXUAL HARASSMENT ADVENTURE

A RicH anp
PoOWERFUL MAN
WITH CoNTROL
OVER YOUR
CAREER SoLICITS
YOUR BooTY.

Do you--

GIVE IN FOR FEAR
OF LOSING YouR
LWELIHooP?

SPEND THE REST OF
YoUR LIFE 0N THE
THERAPIST'S CoucH'

HEY BABY,
I'VE GOT SoME
BONUS FEATURES

TO SHOW You !

SORENSEN

& 2017 Jen Sorensen www.jensorensen.com Twiller: @JenSorensen

WAIT FOR Him

TRY BLOWING To BE EXPOSED ?

THE WHISTLE?

V

WHY DIDN'T You
Yal'LL NEVER WoRH SPEAK OUT SanNER ?
IM THIS TOWN AGAIN!

T

I'M NOT MEETING
WOMER ALONE ANY-

MORE! Too RISKY!

START YoOUR
CAREER OVER!

You STILL
GET BLAMED !

MEXT CHAPTER : THE PERV STAGES HIS “COMEBACK ™
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Long Live Lily Tomlin

Seasoned actress brings her best to Mercyhurst

TUESDAY, NOV.7

Longevity: Merriam-Webster defines
it as “permanence, durability,” and
it is not a word that often applies to
Hollywood or very many people inside
that bubble. Trends hold steady for a
few years before everyone loses inter-
est and moves onto a new hot genre,
and “it" girls rack up a few feature films
and then fade into obscurity. Longevity
in show business must be cultivated as
vigilantly and as conscientiously as the
art of performing itself. Enter Lily Tom-
lin.

Mary Jean “Lily” Tomlin was born the
year — actually the day — World War I
officially began, in 1939. Seven decades
later, she is as buoyant a presence in
Hollywood as ever. Her career began in
earnest in the 1960s, running the gam-
ut from sketch comedy TV programs,
where she etched out a niche for her-
self playing a wide variety of characters
and showed off her comedic range, to
feature films like 1980's 9 to 5, which
also starred Dolly Parton and Jane Fon-
da. Then, of course, there was her Tony
Award-winning one-woman Broadway
show, The Search for Signs of Intelligent
Life in the Universe, a collaboration with
her life-partner and wife, writer Jane
Wagner.

Veteran actress Lily Tomlin is renowned
for portraying a motley cast of characters,
sewn together from a number of influences.

Lily Tomlin has racked up the afore-
mentioned Tony, as well as a Grammy
and four Emmys, plus an Oscar nomi-
nation in 1975. She is currently starring
in the hit Netflix program Grace and
Frankie, which has earned her critical
acclaim. And now, she is coming to Erie
to delight the audience at the Mary
D'’Angelo Performing Arts Center on
Mercyhurst University's main campus
with her program An Evening of Classic
Lily Tomlin.

‘I had seen a version of Ms. Tomlin's
show as a graduate student at the Uni-
versity of Missouri in Columbia. When |
assumed the directorship of the insti-
tute, | knew | had to bring her to Mer-
cyhurst,” Dr. Brett D. Johnson, director
of the Mercyhurst Institute for Arts and
Culture said. Though the process took
several months, and hinged greatly on
Tomlin's busier-than-ever schedule,
Johnson was finally able to bring this
larger-than-life presence to the Gem
City.

He wasn't the only one excited about
her performance. Tickets for the event
sold out in mere hours, though fans
should take heart (and stay alert): ad-
ditional seats might be sold closer to
the performance, including the night of,
with those at the front of the cancella-
tion line being given the best odds.

Patrons who secure their tickets are
in for a rare treat. Johnson describes
the evening as "appearances from some
of Tomlin's most beloved characters,
including Ernestine, Ms. Beasley and
Edith Ann, witty observations about the
human condition,” and — as if the night
couldn't get any more special — “ques-
tions from the audience.”

If the idea of standing before a huge
assembly and hearing your voice fill the
auditorium as you speak the lines you've
been rehearsing in your mind over and
over again strikes you with a particular
kind of terror, take comfort knowing
that practice makes perfect — and Lily
Tomlin is the proof. — Cara Suppa

7:30 p.m. // 501 E 38th St // http://
miac.mercyhurst.edu/events/
lily-tomlin // $30 adults, $25
seniors, $20 students/youth

October 25, 2017

The Mercyhurst Theatre Program, Mercyhurst Dance
Department & D’Angelo Department of Music

present

AMUSICAL FABLE OF
BROADWAY.

“The definitive musical comedy about rolling the dice

and falling in love under the bright lights of Broadway”

Thursday, Nov. 2 « 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 3 +7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 4 «7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 5«2 p.m.

Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center

MERCYHURM

INSTITUTE FOR ARTS & CULTURE
Tickets at miac.mercyhurst.edu or 824-3000
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OPENING WEEKEND:
NOV.3 & 4 @ 8PM

ALL TICKETS $5!

REGULAR PERFORMANCES:
NOV. 10, 11, 17 & 18 @ 8PM

$12 ONLINE / $15 AT THE DOOR

PRESENTED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC.

TICKETS SNSALE NOW!/

NEW

pates: B Oct. 26-29, Nov. 1-5, 9-12, 16-19

erieplayhouse.org
814.454.2852

MAINSTAGE sPONSOR [ [£ C () M HeALTH
Famity sponsor [JPMOC Hearra Pran

LECOM STAGEAT

ee0e0ce00co0c e

THE PLAYHOUSE

MOVIE REVIEWS

More Human Than Human: Blade Runner 2049 is a Sequel Done Right

Yok kK

We are currently living in the age of the
remake. Whether they are called “re-
make,” “re-imagining,” or the dreaded “soft
reboot”, Hollywood films are obsessed with
taking a story that has already been told
and giving it a few new bells and whistles.
Fortunately, Denis Villeneuve’s new film
Blade Runner 2049 is the exception that
proves the rule.

Set 30 years after Ridley Scott's masterful original, the film stars Ryan Gosling as a
new “blade runner” (cops tasked with hunting down human-like androids who have
gone rogue) who discovers new evidence that may lead him to the whereabouts of
renegade blade runner Rick Deckard (Harrison Ford), who escaped with a fugitive an-
droid and disappeared. During his investigation, Gosling’s character (known only as
“K") unknowingly becomes a key player in the decades-long feud between escaped
android slaves called replicants and the corporation that designed them who wishes
to keep them controlled.

Thankfully, the films doesn't just tell the same story over again. This is a direct se-
quel that expands on and advances the themes of the 1982 original, and like the orig-
inal, this film is a visual marvel, bringing the bleak cityscape of future Los Angeles to
life. It contains some of the most spectacular visual effects and music that I've ever
seen in a film, with a tight, intriguing story that makes the film's massive 164 minutes
fly by. However, it lacks more of the esoteric and philosophical themes that fans of
the original (myself included) may be longing for. While it may work better as a tradi-
tional sci-fi thriller, the film doesn't have anything as poetically beautiful as Rutger
Hauer's “Tears in the Rain” speech that the original had in spades.

That being said, hopefully people can get past the slow pace and long running time
and check out this smart, suspenseful and expertly made science fiction film. In an
age of quick cash-grabs and creative bankruptcy, seeing a direct sequel lovingly
made by a true fan is like finding an origami unicorn amongst a pile of shredded pa-
per.— Forest Taylor

Directed by: Denis Villeneuve // Written by: Hampton Fancher and
Michael Green // Starring: Ryan Gosling, Harrison Ford, Ana de
Armas, Sylvia Hoeks, Robin Wright, Jared Leto // 164 minutes

Deja Vu: Happy Death Day is the Same Old Story
*1

No, just because you acknowledge in your movie that
you're ripping off Groundhog Day doesn't make it any
less of a rip-off of Groundhog Day. And ripping off the basic
premise of Harold Ramis's film would have been fine if the
story went anywhere interesting, but unfortunately, Chris-
topher Landon's Happy Death Day has nowhere to go beyond it's intriguing concept.

The story follows college student Tree Gelbman (Jessica Rothe) who suddenly finds
herself repeating the same day again and again; a day that happens to be both her
birthday and the day that will end with her being murdered. Now Tree has to use this
new ability to uncover her murderer.

That's pretty much it as far as story is concerned. The film knows it’s far too ridic-
ulous to be a horror story so it instead tries to be some kind of absurd comedy with
the humor coming from Tree's reactions to living the same day over and over. Unfor-
tunately, unlike its inspiration, there just isn't anything very interesting or insightful
to do with the character or her predicament so the whole exercise just becomes te-
dious.

In the end, Happy Death Day isn't scary, isn't particularly funny and falls flat as a
character study. Much like the film's main character, | just wanted it all to end but the
end didn't come soon enough. — Forest Taylor

Directed by: Christopher Landon // Written by: Scott Lobdell // Starring: Jessica Rothe,
Israel Broussard, Ruby Modine, Charles Aitken and Laura Clifton // 93 minutes
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Schedule Highlights

ERIE COUNTY

EXECUTIVE

DEBATE

Democratic incumbent

Kathy Dahlkemper
and
Republican Art Oligeri

October 26 at 8pm
on WQLN-TV 54.1
and WQLN.org

ERIE
MAYORAL
DEBATE

Democrat Joe Schember
and
'Rﬁpuhlican John Persinger

November 2 at 8pm

on WQLN-TV 54.1
and WQLN.org

October 25, 2017

. f

Furniture « Decor - Jewelry

Didtinctive Decon
for Inspined FHomes

© O

Hours
Mon through Fri: 10am-6pm
Sat: 10am-5pm

Veterans Day Parade
& Ceremony 2017

814.520.8055
2208 West 8th St. Erie, PA 16505

Saturday, November 11
Parade % 9:30 a.m.

Location: Begins at the Veterans
Stadium (corner of State & 26th
Streets) and marches south on
State St. toward Erie VAMC.

Shop Online at

www.claudinesconsignment.com

<HOW YOUR SUPPORy,

Sign your organization
up to march in the
Veterans Day Parade!
Call Ken Sawdey at

(814) 866-9565

to sign up today!

Download the Hello Erie app and click on Hello
Downtown or visit ErieDowntown.com today
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AS SEEN AT CTHE RIVERSIDE Tnn

Pectin Peat P MeDIEVAL
. Ao FEAST o

DINNER THEATER

NOV. 24, 25&26 DEC 1&2

PARTY EVER

PEEK'N PEAK BIERFEST

NOVEMBER 4TH  GERMAN BAND

Choose the option that fits your style. Pectin Peab

— RESORT —

716.355.4141 CLYMER, NY | PKNPK.COM

ALL THAT JAZZ

WITH THE BRUBECK BROTHERS QUARTET
October 28 | Warner Theatre @ 8pm

Styles collide on the Warner Theatre stage this
October. Experience Take Five, Blue Rondo a

la Turk and other favorite jazz'standards like
you've never heard them before!

MIISII}HHIM 21]01 n SI’AI}E ODYSSEY
,,/‘Novemller 4 | Warner Theatre @ 8pm

ﬂ;‘
A concert experiencé-like none other, including music from Shostakovich and
Arvo Part anng”'(Nlth Strauss’ epic masterpiece Also sprach Zarathustra, as
featured in Stanley Kubrick’s legendary 2001: A Space Odyssey.
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CROSSWORD

9 10 j11 12 |13

27 |28

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 28
Vs. GUELPH

STORM
7:00 PM

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 29

Vs. SUDBURY
WOLVES
5:00 PM

\, J

\,

66 &7 68
[:) 70 T
Across 45. Have on 13. New Year's
1. Splinter group 46. See 32-Across 21. Show
5. Shoveled 50. Some temp takers 22. Many a first grader's

8. Shot out, as lava

14. Hip-shaking dance

15. "Well, look at that!"

16. Actress Milano of
"Charmed"

17. "Dancing With the Stars"
co-host Andrews

18. Election mo.

19. Wiggle room

20. "Check out that dude's
washboard stomach!" (or,
with 55-Across, a decid-
edly more disappointed
comment)

23. Plop down

24. Pacific ____

25. Bank founded in 1865
to finance trade between
Europe and Asia

29. Comic strip sound from
a drunkard

32."Don't worry ... you're
talking to an expert"” (or,
with 46-Across, a decidedly
more worrisome comment)
35."____ pronounceyou
man and wife"

37. Twitter titter

38. Colloquialism

39. Opening of a 1975 Ali/
Frazier sports event?

41. Old Army base on the
Santa Fe Trail, briefly

43. Spooky

44. Tool in a magician's act

51. Beatles song, album or
movie

52. Statehouse resident,
informally

53."____ appétit!"

55. See 20-Across

61. How movies are present-
ed on TCM but not AMC

64. One of three in an
ellipsis

65. Notion

66. "You're right about that"
67. Cesar Chavez's org.

68. Bacteriologist Jonas

69. Impersonates

70. School grp.

71. Lifesavers, briefly

Down

1. Silverstein who wrote
"The Giving Tree"

2. Symbol gotten by typing
Ctrl+Alt+E, in Microsoft
Word

3. Award coveted on "Mad
Men"

4. Fails utterly

5."Shhl! It's a secret!"

6. "This doesn't look good"
7. Really take off, in a way
8. Deli meat

9. Commoner

10. Compact material

11. ENE's opposite

12. Spanish "that"

age
26. One navigating the
web?

27. Ankle-high work shoe
28. Rising stars

29. Containing state-of-the-
art gadgetry

30. "Hey!," from someone
who's hiding

31. Rodeo locale
33.Mauna __

34. Prefix with life or size
36. Popular video game for
wannabe athletes

40. Chair umpire's call

41. What the "Gras" of Mar-
di Gras means

42. In pairs

44. Put away (for)

47 "If you say so"

48. Rabid fan

49. Swanson on "Parks and
Recreation”

54. Library no-no

56. Princess captured by
Jabba the Hutt

57. Hay storage locale

58. Name first encountered
in Genesis 2

59. Wallop

60. Fifth Avenue retailer

61. White ____sheet

62. Bespectacled Disney
dwarf

63. Healthy

FRIDAY

NOVEMBER 03

Vs. OSHAWA
GENERALS
7:00 PM

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 04

Vs. WINDSOR
SPITFIRES
7:00 PM

\, V.

\,

N

ROSS ROBERTSON CUP

WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 01

Vs. KITCHENER
RANGERS

PACA'S 2017 THEATRICAL SEASON

FEXEERERIARLERIERRRRRRRRINRRRR RN N

ITIYEEERTTESRE DR R AR RN NN N N NN N]

RICHARD CYBRIEN'S

&

Wy

Our tast Floor Steow.

FesaRbEsaRREERRERRARRRRRERRRe

PERFORMING ARTISTS i

COLLECTIVE ALLIANCE *F’W

15005 STATE 5T 2™ FLR, ERIE, PA (814)434-0687

WBRkS
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MUSIC REVIEWS

King Krule
The O0Z
XL Records

wkkoky

t's been two

years since we
heard from Ar-
chie Marshall,
and even then,
the resulting
trip-hop project
was released under his own name. It's
been even longer since we've heard
from the King Krule moniker, whose
2013 debut 6 Feet Under the Moon
wooed critics with brilliant jazz guitar
compositions and a distinct and exu-
berant baritone. Never one to create
under pressure (even turning down
an impromptu request to collaborate
from Kanye West), the King has finally
returned with The O0OZ, a 65-minute
odyssey that spans the fringes of jazz,
trip-hop, indie-rock and R&B. In fact,
The OOZ might have most in common
with West's 2016 masterwork, The Life
of Pablo. Both are unwieldy documents
of their creators’ mental states, the de-
tails of which span their 19 tracks with a
scatterbrained ambition, sketch-like at
times and seemingly meticulous at oth-
ers. But above all, The OOZ is dynamic,
with Marshall exploring his penchant
for eerie, surf-rock riffs on songs like
“Dum Surfer” and “Emergency Blimp”
and a love for woozy, late-night synths
on “Logos” and “Czech One.” The 00Z
may not be an easy listen, but it is easily
one of the most rewarding of the year.
— Aaron Mook

Foo Fighters
Concrete and Gold
RCA Records

1 8.0 ¢

espite a

mixed critical
reception, 2014’
Sonic  Highways
got shafted. Sure,
it's not a perfect
listen, but for a ra-
dio-rock band that's been active for two
decades, its songwriting experiments
were rooted in something substantial.
Collaborations with Ben Gibbard and the
Zac Brown Band (among others) resulted
in a shape-shifting lesson in American
music history, uneven but never boring.
Concrete and Gold is a fun rock record.
It's easy listening, and there's nothing
wrong with that. But it's also very much
their stylish record, with surface-level
elements often repeating themselves
from track to track. How many times can
you throw a choir on a track and call it a
day? Who decided that lead single “Run”
needed to repeat itself for five minutes?
Perhaps most baffling, who gave Taylor
Hawkins a microphone? Still, what Con-
crete and Gold lacks in concrete ideas,
it makes up for with golden, Beatles-es-
que melodies. From political barn-burner
“La Dee Da" to the foot-stomping “The
Sky is a Neighborhood,” these songs
are among their most immediate since
1999's There is Nothing Left to Lose.
It's everything you could want from a
Foo Fighters record; the hooks are im-
mediate, the guitars front and center.
— Aaron Mook

TOMMY IN TOON — BY TOMMY LINK

Iron Chic
You Can't Stay Here
SideOneDummy

10,08 6

or anthe-

mic, vitaliz-
ing punk rock,
there's almost
no better place
to look to than
Iron Chic. From
the ashes of Latterman and the Shore-
birds, the Long Island quintet continue
to build on their impeccable, yet rela-
tively short catalog. The band’s third full
length since their 2010 debut, You Can't
Stay Here doesn't stray all that far from
the band’s initial mission statement.
A perfect blend of fun singalongs and
light introspection, this release is sure
to appease the band's dedicated fol-
lowing. This brand of punk rock is argu-
ably some of the most pure, potent,
and powerful stuff available these days.
There afew surprises on this record, like
the keyboards on “Lets. Get. Danger-
ous,” and most noticeably, the acous-
tic, minor-tinged ballad of “Ruinous Ca-
lamity.” After a fuzzy instrumental intro,
the album cuts in with the energetic
one-two punch of the first two tracks. It
finishes strong as well with “To Shreds,
You Say?" The simple, phonetically-de-
pendent lyrics of Jason Lubrano may
be short on syllables, but they're heavy
on meaning, passion, and that special
kind of fist-pumping honesty that gets
flannel-clad, bearded, PBR-soaked
punks to sing their damned hearts out.
— Nick Warren

The Rural Alberta Advantage
The Wild
Saddle Creek Records

1 0.0 0/

he Toron-

to-based trio
return with their
fourth full length
album since
2014s  Mended
With Gold. The P
strength of frontman Nils Edenloff is
what helps the band stand out, his de-
livery somewhere between the biting
accent of Jeff Mangum with the pol-
ished edges of modern folk-poppers
Mumford & Sons. Perhaps it's his ad-
venturous purity that let's him retain his
credibility in a sea of less-deserving acts
whose glory has faded along with banjo
sales. The hot-tempered passion of the
band runs throughout all ten tracks, al-
though the experience feels more like
a collection of moments than clearly
discernible songs. With a near perfect
timbre recipe at work, it's strange that
even after multiple plays, the listener is
left nearly unable to hum more than a
few bars. While it may not be the most
indelible takeaway, it's worth visiting
for any fan of the genre. The band's pre-
vious albums are worth visiting as well,
this most current venture seeing the de-
parture of Amy Cole, who's leaving has
since been skillfully transitioned thanks
to the addition of fellow female multi-in-
strumentalist Robin Hatch. A high en-
ergy work of incendiary folk, it's a noble
effort from a continually talented band.
— Nick Warren
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ONLY EXPO

Octaber 26-29, 2017
Baylroat Couveition Cedter

SAT 10AM-7PM | SUN 11AM-4PM

| TIPS &
¥ [ TRICKS
= & MUST-HAVES

4 4
escapes THe everudos: f

o ADVANCED COMELLTANT ||
N g p H%’a L

FWO'S LNO
FEATURING LIVE MUSI,
MARTINI SPECIALS, GIVE AWAYS,
£ 50 MUCH MORE!

al LECOM Selah Tin

FORTIS [Hiery16 ﬁ#
1 ‘_‘_‘...--""': 1_,.#' *  EXPERIENCE LUXURIOUS .
N~ — PAMPERING LIKE NEVER BEFORE

CABANAS FILLED WITH LOCAL SALONS & SPAS READY ERIE NEWS NOW Vs
O TREAT YOU T0 WELL DESERVED RELAXATION CONNOISSEUR MEDIA 2%
4 / Q AL TIPS BENEFITING THE SECOND HARVEST =
JAM - PACKED SEMINAR FOOD BANK OF NORTHWEST PENNSYLVANIA
SC I_I E D U I- E S DURING LADIES NIGHT OUT

LISA CHIMENTI-FOSTER|
FWO COMEDIAN AT 6PM ON SATURDAY |

CONTESTS

UPMC Hamot UPMC Hearmh Pran
The 2017 .

uH mato
Veare”

fp NTEST

GET YOUR ARTON |
REGISTER TODAY FOR OUR PW0. ART
SESSIONS GUEDED BY ALB ARTEOX
STUDIO. LIMITED SPACES.

VALERIE WEAVER ] DANNE LENAR-WEARY
FRUGAL FASHIONISTA QUEEN OF DECORATING

FILL THE BIG BOX
BRING IN HON-PERESHABLE FOOD ITEMS TO
BE ENTERED TO WIN A STORAGE SOLUTION
FROM BERKMIRE TRANSPORTATION

FIELD & STRIAN SOLUTIONS & RECEIVE $1 OFF YOUR
PAWIECT FOR WOMEN ONLY EXPO TICKET!
RUNWAY MEET OUR - BENERTTS:

] ADOPTABLE PHS FEATURED AUTHORS "I-.é:
¥ GRAB YOUR BOOK CLUB AND FIND YOUR ARy Sacete Hnrvmsy
| & NEXT READ WHILE ENJOYING SOME Food Bank
- - COFFEE OR WINE! SPONSORED BY: i ok e

ok
= L
P -

HEALTH SCREENINGS WERNER
FROM AVARSETY OF VENDORS. ‘l

wesbosc 01 (©) ditasll att FWOE XPO com N e



o rowd3.  GAME DAY SPECIALS
: [iiﬁ ON SUNDAYS

= ‘-‘ .
Y ; . e gL <
. % ¥ BT ol U pe # \ .
IA R — ' - I'- " \“:'. . 2 Pulled Pork & - .
MONDAY, OCTOBER 30 =l = == e e
8PM -10PM i '
Join us for a scary good time at The Brew Brothers!
Enter tainment by D Butch Hnignt from Dynamic Sounds
Costume Contest at 8:30pm | Register beginning at 7pm

1st Place - $1,000 | 2nd Place - 5750
3rd Place - 5500 | 4th Place - 5400 | 5th Place 5350
oL agren to have your picture taken and used on Presque lsle Downs & Casing's social media pages

MUSIC 1s- ~ SOUL
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS « SPM-7PM

.Lﬂ.f ;if t!IIEET! I;.{__E'j}J
N STEAK & PASTA s =wengl®
TUESDAY - THURSDAY = S5pm-9pm '.
FRIDAY & SATURDAY « 5pm-10pm | | FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS « 9PM

HAPPY HOUR
SPM - 7PM

CALL 814-866-8359 winner

. FOR RESERVATIONS . $5 Appetizers
b 2016 Saturdays - 50% OFff Drinks

JOIN US THIS MONTH TO WIN YOUR SHARE_

OF OVER $300,000 IN CASH AND PRIZES!

Fridays - 50% Off Drinks &

“BOB” FOR APPLES AND FIND §1,000!

Friday, October 27« 4pm-10pm
10Winners Every Hour
Free Play and Cash Prizes up to $1,000!

1-90 Exit 27, Erie PA f .
presqueisledowns.com ;-!\ presque |$Ie 4 i Yi:'aggsg::;?:;::u:&?
EEEE'FUN = /(\.: dOW“S&CESIﬂO Help is Available.

[@ ELDORADO RESORTS Call 1-800-GAMBLER.



